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LEE FAMILY RE-UNION

1896.

In the summer of i8tj5 several of tlie officials of the '' Lee As-

sociAi'ioN," met at Meriden, CA)nn., to confer upon tlie project of

holding a re-union during the following siuiimer. The subject

luid been frequently mentioned in correspontlence by kindred in

different States, and a gnawing sentiment in its favor ap[)eared to

be generally prevalent. It seemed desirable to keep alive the

association, and to cultivate a better accjuaintance among the

descendants of their common ancestor, John Lee.

It was decided to issue a circular to sevtial of those cU^eply in-

terested, soliciting their opinion on llu: subject, the result of

which was to encourage tlu> project.

On the first of March, iSg6, a second circular was issued, invit-

ing all the posterity of )ohn Lee to meet in re-union at I'^arming-

ton, Ccjnn., on the lilli and 13th of August, iHijO. As the kin-

dred were scattered through nuuiy Stales, the cpiestion was asked,

"why not hold the re-imion in a uujri' central location, in siMue

we'Sterji city ? " The re])ly was, "that no place was so appropri-

ate as the old home of our ancestcu — that all who could, should

avail themselves of the occasion to become familiar \vitli the an-

cestral hoiue—that it would afford them an opjiortunity to learn

more of the early life ofour ancestor than they would be Jikel)' to

obtain from any other source, and that no other place wcjuld in-

spire any particular interest in regard to tlu! object cjf our meet-

ing, and that at the old homestead was the (ud\' jjiojier place' lo

rally. The journey from a distance would afford a (Klighlful

excursion to those who had never visited the home of their

ancestors, and would .prove a most interesting event ol a life-

time," and large niunbers in the Southern and Western States, and
the Ganadas, approved the selection of location.
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As most of those from a distance would intend to visit Hart-

ford, and hotel accommodations at h'armington were limited, it

was decided to make onr headquarters at the United States hotel

in llartfortl, and proceed to I'^irmingtun I))' trolle)' cars—

a

charming' ride ot nine miles—and re'turn at night.

h'arniington is a romantic old town, the population consisting

largel)' of the descendants of those \vho were contemijoraries ot

our ancestors in early life:, who greete-d us kindly, and generousl)'

tiranted the use of their beautiful town hall fen' onr use.

The aj)pointed time arrived. Large numbers from a distance

antl citizens of the city assembled in the parlors of the liotel at

Hartford, on the evening of the iith, anil enjoyed a delightful

and sociable interview. Many new acijuaintances were formed,

and many old accpiaintances renewed among those who had not

met since the gathering of uScS^.

On the mOrning of the L2th, the crowd took its departure for

Farmington I)}' trolley line. 'It was a charming ride, and those

who were al^sent may never know what they missed. At the end

of the route, a few minutes' walk through the sliady streets, for

which the town is noted, brought tliem to the place of meeting

—

lingering bythe way a few moments, as they passed the site of the

ancient homestead, now occupied by the stately edihce of tfie

Miss Porter School for Girls, to take in the scene and surround-

ings, and let their imagination carry them back two and a half

centuries, to the time of their ancestor's domestic life.

No [setter place for meeting could liave been selected than the

Farmington town hall, a tasteful edihce of which the town may
well feel proud. The auditorium, on the second lloor, light and

airy, seemed behtting the occasion. The large rostrum, or stage

had been tastefully decorated with the stars and stripes, and the

janitor was untiring in his attentions.

Many kindred living within a few miles, had driven in with

their carriages, and were equally enthusiastic with their kindred

from other States, whom they hatl never met. The intensi' heat

which had prevailed for a week, detained man)/ who had ex-

pressed their intention to be present, ami numerous regrets were

received from those who deemed it unwise to attempt a long

journey under such circumstances. We must not onht to men-

tion, however, the names of several who persevered under ad-
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verse conditions: Mrs. Francis Lee and daughter, Mrs. G. W.
Allen, of Clinton, Iowa;—Mrs. Mar)' Lee Anderson, of Chicago,

agicl 77, who traveletl alone—Mr. S(]uire Lee, aged H9, and
granddaughter, Miss Jennie S. Lee, of Bristol, Jndiana, and Aiiss

Kittie L. Davidson, of Montgomery, Ala., wlio attended the

gathering of 1884, as a little girL eight years of age, and others

from CJntario, Ohio and Montreal.

A general feeling of sociability prevailed in the hall, in the

midst of which the asseml)lag(> ^vas called to order by Leonard
Lee of Kenosha, Wis., one of the vice-])residents of the associa-

tion, who addressed them in a ivw words of greeting.

Friends and Kindkf.d:—To say that I am hapi))- to meet you,

but feebly ex]jresses my feelings on tliis occasion. 1 am more
than happy, but as 1 look over this assemblage I miss many fa-

miliar faces wliich were to be seen in our mitlst at tlu; gathering

twelve years since. Of more than 30 whom 1 could name, who
were prominent on that occasion, more than one-half have passed

awa)', and among them our honored president, and others who
expressed their anticipation of a happy meeting with us to-day,

have been pjrovidentally detained.

It is becoming us, as descendants of one common ancestor, to

meet and rail}' around the old homestead, and to tamiliarize our-

selves with the surroundings of that old home— to join in social

converse—to become l;etter acquainted, ami to brighten the links

of that chain which should bind our interests as one common
kindred. Let us then imj)rove tlie present occasion to become
more interested in each other, and to strengthen our desire to

know more of those who have been, and gone, before us. There
are many interesting episodes of our ancestors yet to be learned,

if we will but awaken a proper desire to learn them.

Widely separated as we have been, and personally unknown to

eaclr other, it is not singular that \ve have felt an indifference, but

may this occasion awaken an interest which shall go with us

through life, and teach us to venerate the memory of our

ancestors.

That man is not to be envied who says, " 1 care nothing for my
ancestors"—he may feel assured that his posterity will care noth-

ing for him. To die and be forgotten, is repugnant to the instincts

of the human heart. Wealth or family pride may erect a proud

monument, and inscribe thereon a few laudatory but unmerited.
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words of praise, the sentiment of which, to those who knew the

subject in life, will appear as cokl as the. granite or marble on
which they are engraved.

It was a custom of our fathers when assembled for dehberation
to op)en their proceedings with pra3'er, and, in imitation of their

example, Prof. King of Ohio will invoke the divine blessing.

Following the invocation, and "Praise God from whom all

blessings flow,," came an original h3'mn, written for the occasion,

Mrs. Jeannette Lee Coe of "Winsted, presiding at the piano.

INVOCATION.

{Tune.—HEBRON.)

1.

Our fathei-s' God, to Thee we raise

NVitli voice united, grateful i)raise;

For all the blessings Tliou luist given,

The joys of life, the lu)|)e of heaven.

2.

To Thee our fathers' voice in prayer,

Rose sweetly on the uiorning air
;

To Thee it rose at noontide sun —
At close of day when work was done.

3.

So here to-day we raise our voice.

While in Thy bounty we rejoice
;

With thanks for all Thou hast bestowed,
While traveling (/er life's weary rotid.

4.

Be with us now in this glad hour
;

Here uuiy we feel and know Thy jjower,

Tliy blessings sluire, Thy dealings see,

And find acceptance, Lord, with Thee.

So while we of our fathers learn,

]May kindly thoughts within us burn,

And all we do, and all we say,

Make this for each a joyous day.
W. W. L
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The tcnipuraiy chairman then apixjuited a coniniittee to nomi-

nate permanent oflicers of the meeting, consisting' of W'm.

WaUace Lee of MeriJeii, II. li."()sgooil of Norwich, Sarali F.

Lee of New Hampshire, anil Irving II. I.ee of New Yorlv, wlio

rej)orted as follows :

l'\>r PreHidtiit, RiiV. FuAMv 'W Incio, of (Jlijcagu.

For tS'ccrcfai-j/, JoUN R. IjUYMXG. uf ^iiagara Falls, Ontario.

J^'or lict/istcr, Mrss WiiSAN A. Pkciv, I'lahiville, (jouii.

Fur Asuintiint l!((jiKt( ,\\\[nAiVH Vj. \a\V., ( 'auibridgeport, Mas.s.

The President was escorted to tlu' ch.ur b)' W'm. Wallace Lee,

and introduced to the assemblage, and was received with applause.

The following hymn was then sung, accompanied by the piano,

the whole audience joining :
•

INVITATION.

(7'(oi6'.—Madrid.)

1.

(Joiiie ye of one (•oiiuaon kiiulred,

III your veins tlie blood of Lee,

(xatlier at the ancient homestead
Dear to all in uieiiiory

;

Though you dwell in distant regions,

Or however far you roam,

Gather here witli all tlie legions,

Visit once tlm ancestral home.

Coiue from western lofty inouutains,

From Pacilic's golden sh(jres
;

Come from eastern springing fountains,

Where Atlantic K>iully roars
;

Come from northern hill and valley.

Come from suuthern laiul of [une
;

Ye of coimiion kindred rally.

Rally at our fathers' slirine.

3.

Where the Tunxis current (lowing

And Pe<iual)uck's waters meet,

In a vale with beauty glowing,

There we lind our fathers' seat

—

Where tlie light of morn is shining,

Tlirough the trees so grand and old,

And the sun at his declining

Crowneth all their tops with gold.
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4.

Siuf? tlie soag, and tell the story,

Of our patriot sires of old
;

Siuj^- ot all their dt^eds of ^r'oi-y,

Though the tale has oft been t(dd
;

Sing, too,-of the saint ly mothers,

With their voices sweet and low,

Sing of loving sisters, Ijrothers,

In the davs of long ago.

Coiue and hel[) us swell the I'horus

In our song of jubilee ;

Here, our couiitry's banner o'er us

Waves, the ensign of the free
;

(I'oiue aiul join in our re-unit)n.

All ye kindred far or near.

Share with us in fond coniniunion

—

Eacdi and all are welconie here.

-W W. L.

An address was then clelivcrod \)y lion. James L. Cowlcs, a

native oi l'\inninytou, and a desci.'ndaiit oi a ccjnlenipoiar)' of

John Lee, who, in \v(dl chose!ii words, welcomed the re'tiiininy

pily,rims to the home oi their ancestor, whicli was responded to

by VVm. Wallace Lee, on behalf of the kindred.

Re])orts of file Secretary and Treasurer of tlie association were

next in order, and vver(.' ijrt-sented as follows :

TO TtllO LKli: ASSOCIATION,

DK.scKNDAX'rs oi<^ John liKK, FARRiixtri'ON.

In submitting- a report of what lias been done by me as secretary,

it seems iitting to refer somewhat to matters existing before our lirst

meeting, and the formation of this association.

To those who have the book, publisheil ls85, this may seem tinnec-

essar)', but it must be remembered that there is cjuite ii nundjej-, and

in some cases, wliole families, who have never seen the book, even if

they know of its existence.

"^riie preliminary work which became necessary to secure a gather-

ing of our widely scattered family, was performed almost entirely by

myself, but tJre projetit, when presentetl, evoked a general and very

cordial re.sponse. Money was contributed by several of the friends

with W(;i'ds of cheer and encouragement, sujlicient to meet the neces-

sary expenses, or nearly so. 'IMie ilelicitnu-'y was less than ^5. ()f

course, no charge was made for service — only for mone)- act uaUy e.v-
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peiided. At tlm lirst {,'atheriiig, money enoiit,'h wab raised to meet all

hills, ot whatevei- uatiii-e, and tlun-e was lel't an even SlOO, which 1 de-

posited in the Meriden (^ity Savin-s hank.

It will be remembered tiiat, at the formaliun of our associat icm,

Rev. Mr. Lovelaud was elei-teil treasurer. Within a lew weeks there-

after, Sept. ^'-', lie died at his home in (iranby. Soon as jyract icabU;, I

sent out a circular to the (jllicers of the association, informing them

of ills death, at the same tiineaskinf^ them by vote to select someone

to lill the vacancy. By a larj^e majority I was chosen to lill the ix.si-

tion and thus my report as secretary cai-i-ie.-, with it also my report

as treasurer.

The desire was earnestly expressed by many who were present,

that the proceeilinf,'s siiould be published in book form, as soon as

could be. and to keep alive the intere.st which was sucli a prominent

feature of the iu-st family gatherin;,'.

Various causes operated to prevent its early publicatitm, as ex-

l)lainedin the book, so that it is unnecessary to repeat them liere

Had 1 known in advance the amount of labor, time, |)atience. and

the i)ecnniary dilliculties that would -tollow, 1 should have shrunk

from the task. But 1 was encouraged by our [)re,-.itlent. and some

others to persevere, arid the result, you know. Money in various

ways was advanced by William II. J.ee, Becjnard Lee, Francis Lee and

lieln-y Lee of Aledo, III,, each of whom advanced $25.00 to !{;50.00 and

upwards. I Umud it neces.sary to draw the »100 which 1 had ile-

liosited in bank to meet the bills, and also to advance much more

than 1 could allord, but all bills were paid leaving our treasury witli-

out a cent.

I'Mve hundred copies of the w(;rk were pi-inted aiul liound iieing

very desirous to place it within the reach of all, the iirice was maile

!{;].00per copy, postage extra. 1 deposited copies in several i.ublic

lil)i-a,ries, gave away ([iiite a number to parties, who.m I thought

worthy and unable to pay for them—sold a goodly number ( in some

cases have never received any pay)- and all told have disponed of

'42.5 ci)l>ies.

As before intimateil, we have no money on hand The lack of sidli-

cient means has been a great hindrance, so that I liave been unable

to prosecute my investigations for the "lost tribes, "as I had hoped

to do. Something in that line has been accomplished which will be

told later on.

'i'he lai-ge number that was elected as ollicers of our Association, at

our lirst meeting, w^as witli the hojie and expectation that the services

of many might be secured and so arouse a good degree of enthusiaMu

in matters pertaining to our family. Tliis idea, if not a Hat failure,

was successful only to a very limited degree.

From (piite a numbei- I have fouiul it impossible to obtain a rei)ly

to the most courteou.^ and friendly letter that 1 could in<lite. Some

of the board of ollicers, we have since learned are not of oui- family

of Lees. I-^ully one-fourth of them have died,- ( theii- names will be

mentioned in another paper ; — so that it becomes necessai-y to j'e-

organize, and I would recommend that the JJoard be composeil only
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of those wlio have sliowu by their acts, that they care souiethiug-

aboiit a iiiaTter ill which a f^oodl} nuiiiber of our kindred taiieaileep

interest.

It was earestiy iiopetl, and with a j,^o()d de^n-ee of conlidence, ex-

pected, tluit we sliould be able to have a family fj;athering at LUiica^o,

dnriii"^ the World's fair in that city, bnt linancual disaster swept over

the lanil and so completely prostrated l)usiness of all kinds that it was

found after a },M-eat deal of correspondence, that the project could not

be carried out, and the same causes have operated to postpone it

until tills time—and rlj^dit here, Justice demands the statement, that

had it not l)een for Leonard Lee, it would not have been done now.

1 was so situated tliat I could not and would not have taken it ui).

He has done a jjreater part of the preliminary wor-k, that was neces-

sary for calliii;^ this meeting. Witii a persistency antiriiif^', with an

ardor that lias never cooled, and a zeal that has not abated, lie has

pushed the matter, and thar we have a meetiiif^ to-thiy, is owing

mostly to his efforts, and t(» him behu'if^s the credit.

The exi)enses atteiulant n[)on this meeting, postage, stationery,

printing, correspondence, and miscellaneous matters, amount to

about fifty (50; dollars, the largest part of whicli has been ad\ anced

l)y him, and we have received all told lifty (50) cents in stamps. It is

obvious to any one that some means should be devised tt) meet tliese

bills, and not leave a few to bear the entire burden, even if they are

willing.

During the past t\V(j years, Leonard Lee and Sarah I'^'isk Lee

have devoted a great deal of time, laboi-and patience to gathering

and arranging the material for a new edition of the family histor}',

that was issued by Sarah Marsh Lee in IS78.

This work is now well advanced, and, with a little detail wi>rk, can

be ready for publicati(Mi within a few weeks, i>rovided the means can

be raised, necessary for advance expenses. If the necessiiry funds

(;a.n be secured or pledgetl, L think we should push the work earnestly

to its completion, but for myself, much as 1 desire it, 1 am not -svilling,

and will not, incur a debt to do it. 1 have had enough in that line

of e.vperience. If the wor!< is to Ije published, to-day is the time to

determine when, and how the money is to be raised.

That our present meeting may be in all respects a success, and be

to each participant a soui-ce of pleasiu-e through all tiie coming years,

is the wish of your kinsman. WM- WALLACE Lb^l^I

iSccr( hirij unci Trcd.'inrcr.

REPORT ON CORRESPONl)EN(Jli.

in adilition tt) what f ha\'e clone as secretary and treasurer of the

association, I liave, for the past 12 years, and even iirior to that time,

carried on correspondence with a vast number of Lees in various lo-

calities, and only in a small proportion of such correspondence, have

1 been able to connect them with our family. 1 have, on the wlu)le, had

rather meager results. One instance 1 may mention to show the re-

sult in many cases- I knew we had lost a Zebulon Lee. J found that
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name on an old pension roll, as once living in Ohio. 1 wrote U letters

to varions ])lace«, ini'losinfj; 8tanii)s, and after tluee months became
satistied that he was of another family— (Scotch).

FiiKlin<j niyselt ujuible to make any lioadway in disposinj^' of the

mass of letters which 1 liad ac(;umulated—numbering over 1,500—
four years aj^o, 1 recpiested Leonard Lee to come and stay with jne,

and' assort, classify and arrange Ihe material wliich 1 liad in hand,

and his services have been of {,'reat value, and, 1 nmy here aild, this

work was the connnencement of a new edition of .our tannly t^en-

ealogy, which will be meiitioned hereafter.

I have now out fully one hundred letters, to which I have never

received any answer. It does not require ^reat ability to answer a.

civil question, and say either ^t« or no, but some are so uncivil that

they will not do that.

Thei-o are a larye number of the descendants of Jlezekiah Lee, the

soldier, livinj^ in eastern New York and in Vermont, alonj^ the borders

of Lcike (Jhampliiin. Since the death of Ashbill Lee at Willsboro', in

Essex county, New York, in 1S87, I have written ten or twelve letters

to as many dill'erent parties, but have never receiveil any response,

except from Mrs. Pheli)s, a daughter of Ashbill Lee. Mainly at my
rec{uest, Leonard Lee maile a visit there last year, at his own ex-

pense, to collect their family records, and succeeded in collecting

one hundred names, which could have been (jbtained in no other

waj', and also to emleavor to arouse some interest in what was bein^

done, but to all the circulars, letters and appeals this year there has

been no response.

Ifezekiah Lee, the soldier, had three sons, vi/..: William. Daniel

and Jle/.ekiah third, whose posterity has nearly all been located. Wil-

liam had six sons. First, William, Jr., we may call him, who is said

by some to have been murdered—by others, to have been drow ned in

Lake Ontario. All trace of his posterity is lost, if he had any. Sec-

ond, Ashbill, hadlive'sons.- Mostof his descendants have been found.

Third, IJonjamin, a soldier of 1812, Rilled by a falling britlge about

182G. Some of his posterity are living in Kent, Conn. Fourth, Asahel,

Avlio went to Poi-t Hope, Ontario. Fifth, Samuel, a soldier of IS12—

died in Vermont. Sixth, James, a soldier of 1812— said by some to

have settled at or near DeKalb, St. Lawrence Co., N. Y. I have writ-

ten many letters but have never been able to obtain the slighted clue.

Daniel, seconil son of Hezekiah the soldier, was killed in battle at

Chippewa in 1814— had two sons, William and Daniel, Jr. The only

trace 1 have found of either was that about 1831 this Williahi was en-

gaged in steam-boating on l^ake (Jhaniiilain. On page 108 of the

book of 1885, is a list of those of whom at that time we had no fur-

ther knowledge. Seth Lee, in his manuscript, says that xVshbel Lee,

son of Stei)hen Jr., died in 17'J3— all I have been able to learn about

that family.

ftloses Lee, eldest son of Dr. Fbenezer. wlio grew to manhood,

settled at or near Mt. Vernon, Ohio. I have learned that he made

return of property and paid taxes there in 1822, and that is all.

Riverius, second son. is said to have settled in Ohio, and died,
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leaving no posterity After a long .search, the posterity of Simeon
Lee, the youngest son of Dr. Khene/.er, has been found, and his
descendants tracetl more thoroughly than in almost any' (ither Lee
family, by MaJ. Ldwin Lee IJeath, (one of them,) of Hrautford,
Ontario, numbering nearly or (piite three hundred.

(Jhai'les, son of William, the soldier, of Bristol, died in North
Cai'olina, leaving no postei-ity.

J)avid, third sou of the J)avid branch, has been traced to Man-
chester, Vt., where he was a jtulge in 17SL', and some of the family
were living there between iHI'i and 1820, and then all trace is lost.

The oidy thing i could get was, "All moved to the west." Concern-
ing any of the others na.med on that page, 1 luive not beeii able to
obtain the least infornuition.

It seems almost incrcMlible that the six sons of the lii-st Jedediali—
Llias, Josiah. Jedediah, Jr., Oliver, Zebulou and 8imou -should have
Jill died leaving no desciendants, but tliiis far 1 have been able to lind
no one who knows any such names in his ancestral line.

That I have had so little success is no fault of mine "What 1 have
gathered is the result of uuKdi time, [yatience, pen pushing ami
burning of the "midnight t)il." One great cause of pei-plexity and
confusion is in the fact that tiie same names are iei)eated and
<iuplicated over., and over, and over again, in othei- families, as well
as ours. Among the descendants of John Lee, .Tr., are six generations
of Jolins, and live generations of llezekiahs. in the Stej)hen l)rancli

are six generations of Isaacs, m the 'J'homas brajich are tive genei-a
tions of Thomas, and in the David bianch are five geiuirations of
J)a,\ids. There are six dill'eient Sauuiel l^ees, if not moi-e, who served
in tlie war of, the Kev(dulion in ( Connecticut, three Williams, two
'Jonathans, two Thomases and two Timothys--all told, about sixty

. Jjce.s, of whom more than one-third wei-e of our family.

There were live se|)ara,te l^ee fanulies in Connecticut between 1035

and 1712 of no degree of kin, so fai- as can be learne(L 1 have corre-

sl)onded with representatives <jf all of them. 1 t"liink there are, at

least, ten distinct fannUes of Lees in New ]']nghuid who ante-date the
Revolution, aside from several families of I'higlish, Sccjtch and Irisli

since that date.

I yet have strong faith that, if we had the means to pay for the
laboi-, most of our lost families t^ould Ije traced, but I am not able to
do it. (The necessity of daily t(jil is ui)o,n me, so tliat it is out of

my power.) 1 have (huie my best under the circumstances. This
work should be pushed jk/iu \ the fai-thei- we recede fi-om the early
days, the more dilficndt the task. ]Man>' of tliose who in the early-

l»art of this work rendered assistance and infonuation of great value
luive linished theii- life work.

It may seem invidious to pai'ticutarize, Ijut justice recpures tluit I

make special mention of l^eonard liee, Sarah F. Lee and ALijor Ed-
win fjee Heath, who have always been ready antl liave rendered valu-

able .service. To several at the kindre*!, who ha,ve by iu'lp, advice
and ct)unsel rendered me service, I tender my sincei-e thanks. Tlus
long corresi)ondence with friends and kindred wluiui i have never
met, and pi'obably tiever shall, has cheered me in many weary hours,
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and 1 Hatter iiiyr^elf that 1 liave added somewhat to the pleasure of

others. Some younger man, with a uiore ready pen, must take up
tlie Work. When one (-arries nearly 7U years and more tluiu 200 a voh--

tlupois, he cannot l)y any phiy ot fancy or sti-eteh of imagination,
('on\'ince liimself tliat he is a yoiing man. "Old men for counsel,

young men foi' war" is an old nuixim and it ap|)lies iiei-e as \\ell as in

ol liei- Jlulds of labor. iVIihough Farmiiigti)n is the Inuue of our I.eus.

liut a lew reuuiin in Connecticut All tolil, there are not so many
men in Uonneiiticut bearing tlie Lee nauie belonging t(j oui- faiuily as

served in the army of the Revolution, fi-om this town, still there are

enough younger men than myself to take hold of this work a)id carry

it along. I^Tost of the gi'ay heads at our former meeting twelve years

ago are seen of men no more. Should there be an(;ther meeting 12

yejirs lience, most of us who are gray, will liave joineil the silent uui-

jorit}'. but 1 lirndy hope that those whocai-e to preser\e the memtjry
of our ancestors, will keep alive tins Association, and that as often as

circumstances will permit they will assemble as we have to-da}- will

keep bright tlie chain that binds us in ties of kiiulred and i)rove them-
selves worthy descendants of Ste[)heu Hart, whose blood we inherit

as well as of John Lee, original proprietoi-s of J^'armingtou, (;<jun.

WM. WAi.LACE LKK,
iScc.i-ctari/.

Brief, comments followed the reading of these reports, but

action pertaining to them was deferred to a later hour.

On motion of Leonard Lee, and seconded b}' Major E. L.

Heath of Ontario, a committee on reorganization was appointed

to report at some later hour, consisting of Leonard Lee, Major

E. L. Heath and Wm. Wallace Lee.

In response to a call from the President, Miss Ella E. Lee of

Lewis, N. Y. , was escortetl to the rostrum by Leonard Lee and

introduced as the great-granddaughter of Deacon Setli Lee of

Farmington, who removed to Ludknv, Yt., just loo )cars ago,

and died there in 1803. She then reati a paper of which the fol-

lowing is an abstract. It was read in a clear and distinct voice,

and was listened to with great interest, and at the close received

many flattering comments.

Mr Puksidknt, Kindred, Friends :

Some writers, in presenting an article to the public, write a pre-

face to their work. Cicero acknowledges he kei)t In histlesk a collec-

tion of prefaces, which he could, at any time, attach to anything he
wanted to publish for himself or others; so to you, dear kindred, I

give as a preface to my humble jniper; my ancestoiial links in the
"Lee chain," and the reason I am before you.

Tt Huiy be a stale subject, to some of you, to talk about our early

ancestors, but to others, it will Ije like the "Old, Old Story," ever new.





LEE FAMILY KE-UNION,

Our coiiuiioij aiicestur, Joliii Lee, came to tliis country, from Knj^-

luml, in 1(!34. He married Rfary, dau^jjliter of 8tej»hen Hart, in lUoS,

and four sons and two (.lau<;-hters were i^iveu to them. Jolin, Mary,
Steplien, Thomas J)avid and Tahitha.

'IMiomas mai'ried Jlary ('am|> of Hartford, Conn., Septeinlj.er II,

1707. JNine children were j^iven to tliem to bless their union. Lydia,

Maiy, Jared, Joseph, JMary, J(jiin, Tliomas, James and Khene/.er.

.Jai'ed married Ulioda Jnihl of Farmington, (Jonn., January 5th,

1735. Six clnldren were j^^iven tliem. Seth, Amos, 'IMuiotliy, Noah,
Rhoda and Louis.

Seth was horn, March i')l, 173(j, at Farnunj^^ton, ('onn. He <,'radiuited

at Yale collej:fe in I75'J and was tutor tliere Univ years. One class gave
him, "as a token of their resi)ect, a gold ring," and I am happy tc^

say, 1 am the owner of tinit miu'h prized ring given to my gi-eat-

grandfat her.

'IMie ring lias tlie letters, "8. Jj." n])on it. 1 came into j)Ossession

of this ring through Miss Sylvia i.,ee, aged 78 years, (who ex|)ected to

be present, until la.st Sunday, but was detaineil by sickness; a grand-

daughter of l)ea(H)n Seth and daughter of Seth Jr. Aside fi oni other

testimonials of their love and respect he received a "morning gown"
made of the finest matei-ial of the day. 1 am sorry to say, that this

gown, to my knowledge, is n<jt to l)e found, but the ring, some books,

a punch bowl, also other lelics of his are here on exhibit ion, togct luu-

with some tliinys that belonged lo his \s ife.

He studied theology; was a licensed pi^em-her; receiv(id a number
of "calls" but never accepted a charge. Some of his sermons were

burned about twent)' two years ago. when his son 'JMmotliy's house

was destroyed by lire in Ltnvis, N- Y'.

He began a diai-y in KiUI from which many facts are taken to aid

in the revised (Jenealogy.

He married Sarah HigersoU of Ridgelield, OohiL, for his first wife.

They had one child, Sarah Ingersoll. For his second wife, he married

Joanna JDlinson of Wa.llingfcn'd, Conn., Sei)tend»er 'J, 1771. "Nine

chiKlren weregi\'en to them all born at l'"'arniingtou. (Miarles Jolm-

son, .Vniui, Samuel, Noah. Abigail, Seth, Kliotla, (jeorgt; W and

Timothy IMf kin.

Deacon Setli kept a ''tavern" and an apothecary store hei-e, bur in

June 17i>(;, he, with \\is fanuly, moved to Ludlow. Vt., whei-e he and
his wife used their iidhien(;e ami talents to establish a moval and

religious state of socnety.

Among the twenty four original niendiers of the Congiegal ional

churcdi oi'ganized there KS(j(;, is found the name of .Joanna J.ee.

l)eact)n Seth Lee died at Ludlow, and tlie following insciiption is

foiunl upon the table-stone, 5'.^ by ;! fi-et s(puire and four inches

thicl^, which rests u[)on boiddcrs, about six inches fioni the grtjuntl,

that marks his last resting place

"Here lieth interied the body of Deacon Seth Lee, A. jM., a gentle-

nuin of good understanding, solid learning and calm temper, a faith-

ful friend, and exemplai-y christian, liv'd, belov'd and died lamented,

on tlie 17th of February, 1803 in tiie i;7tli year of his age."
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"'rUK JMKiMOilY OK TUK, J U.ST IS IJLKSSKD."

Tliei-e lias been .some talk of niovin^ the stone l)earin;.i' this inscrip-

tion, tof^ether witii the ashes ot our ancestor, to tlie cemeterx' in

Lewis, N. v., and [jjacin^^ tlieiu l)esi(le his ^vife, Joaiuia, whose plain

niarl)le slab bears the following;:

'In memory of Joanna, wife of Deacon tSeth lee, died Septeml)er
H, 1«1S, in her TGtli year."

.

"All you that reail with little care,
Ami ^o away, and leave me liere,

Don't you forget, tlian you must die,

j\n(i be entombed, as well as I."

Noah, the foui-th child by Joanna, married (Clarissa Nicholscm, of

New Hartford, (Jonn , May 1, lSO(i. 'IMieir children were (!hu-issa,

tSarah Ann, .Jidia I5ertha, Kal/.a Morse, and Uhauncey. Only one of

this faiihly is living, ]\Ii-s. Jidia liertha Wescott, of New lasbt)n, Wis-
consin, a^ed 'SI years, and Squier T.ee of Hi-istol, Indiaiui, a liusband
of (Jhirissa, in his Hyth year, who is of Scotch descent, and is present.

Noah, with some of his brothers, came to the State (jf New York,
earl) in the lytli century, ami not far from tlie beaiitifid Lake Cliam-
|)lain. in llu; town of Lewis, I'^ssex Co., cleared the j.;round and built

theii- "lo^-cabins;" then returned for theii- wivcis. .Ml the ctiildreu

of m\' fat Insr's faiuily , were born in I lie lo^-house, but my father, who
had (he honor of bein^' '"1 he baby ," in the new house which still stands
in a- ^d(jd state of preservation, but i-epaired liy my father in bS6!),

also additional repairs by my brother., who, with his wife, now occupy
the old homestead.

Noah, with a number of liis brothers served in the war of 1S12. He
was "justice of tlie jjeace" for nearly thirty years, and was a shoe-

maker by trade.

My father. (Jhauncey, was born Auf^ust ?5th, 1820, married Amanda
M. Wells of Oak Center, Wisconsin, .la.nuary 10, 18(;o, both deceased.

'IMiey had three children, irvin LImer, (Mara, deceased, and myself.

Thus tlie links in my chain aicv. (Jhauncey, Noah, ,Seth, .lared,

Thomas, John 1st.

In the winter of ISDii, we leceived a letter from I,,eonai-d Lee, ad-

diessed to my father, who died November 5, 1891, askinj,^ alxuit the

^lecendants of Deacon Seth I^ee. 1 answered the letter, f^ivin^- all the

data 1 could f^et at that time, in the summer of lyH5 oui- kinsman,
and one of tlie un>vin^ spirits of this «j:atliei-int^^, liconai-d Lee, came
up into the Adirondack JMoiintains of New York and visited our home.
lie then, uryed me to j)rei)are a paper for this f^at herin^', and su^-

i^'Csted for my text, "'IMie Imiioi-tance of Keeping Genealog:ical

Records."

liiki^ many anot her of thewiNiiior se.\, 1 pUiaded 1113' inabilii)' to

.
l)i'epa,re an art icie suitable to present lo such a learned assemblag-eas

this, but a.s usual, the stroiij^er se.x jnevailed, and I am here and will

enileavor to fullil my [jromise to the best of my ability, ti'uslin^' that

yon, in your kindness of heart, wdiicli is ever a cluu-acteri.stic of oui-

race, will not hai'shly (;riticise the numerous errors made liy a

"country-school ma'am."





XVI LEK FAMILY RE-UNION,

How iiiiiiiy of as, presonl, really know oiir fatliei-s ziud oui' Jiiothers ?

Some of you may thiiiiv. "why ! know my parents, certainly 1 do." or
did, iLs tile case may be, but I fear lliei-e ai-e but few of us who really

know them as we ou^dit. Are we not oftener sti-angers, except in

name? We have too little in conniion. Pei-haps diversity of employ-
ment may be one reason, but would it not be well and serviceable to
searidi tlie family tree, even to its roots Jind the nature of its soil, tliai

we uuiy ascertiiin what forces, spiriliuil, moral oi- physical, anil what
liabits. pursuits and beliefs had to do with tlie oiij^in, and shaiiiiif^- of

our bodies and our iiunds ?

('ertainly a parent shouUl familiai-ize himself with the jjersonal

traits and peculiarities of his child, and oujjjht not the chiKl to sttulv

closely the temperaments and habits of liis parents ? Yes ! his an-
cest()i's ?

Foi- my [)art I do not (-are to undei-fake to prove the "Diirwinian
theory," or on the other hand, trace my ancesti-al line back to the
garden of Eden, but I do think we ought to know more of our ances-
tors, than most of us do, for the reality of heredity is beyond question,
though, i)erhaps, there is no other law, apparently, subject to as many
exceptions antl variations. And)iti(jns and aptitudes, talents and
traits, virtues and vices often continue in the line of descent from re-

motest times, as well as from voice and carriage, but if we are conver-
sant with the i>ersonal traits of our ancestors, some of us may be able
to countei-act and reverse the disagreeable traits of our ancestors, by
the use of a strong will and the p(jwer of God. We liave many such
examj)les as Henry Wilson^ once vice-president of the LJjiited States,

(Jeorge Stei^henson anil others.

What is tlie extent of a parent's inlluence ? If we look into the
prisons, the reformatories, or u|)on the gallows, we see the result of

the inlluence of one kind, but can we as easily measure the result of a
good influence ? We see some of it when we look at our orphan homes,
schools, colleges, and churclies. Surely, something is due to a pious
ancestry, for ''The hand that rocks the cradle, is the lumd that rules

the world."

In the second beautiful letter Paul wrote to Timothy, his young
co-laborer in the Lord's vineyard, we lind he calls Timothy's attention
to his w^orthy ancestors—his grand-mother Lois and his mother
Eunice, and urges him to remember their religious teacliings. Let us

try and make religion an lieirloom from generation to generation.
Oh ! for even one generation of holy men and women. Can you pic-

ture the residt ?

(food or bad influence maj^skii) one of two generations, Ijut it may
appear in the tliird or fourth, just as the "'.ren (lommandments," speak-
ing of the visitation (;f (iod on the fandlies, says notliing about the
second generation, but speaks oidy of the third and foujth, "Visiting
the ini(|uity of tlie fathers upon the children, unto the third and
fourth generation of them that -hate me, and showing mercy inito

thousands of them tliat love me and keep my commandments"
Do we know the extent (jf the inlluence of our good Mrs. Pickett,

in our line of John 2nd, who wa.j ever a friend and benefa(;tor i>f the
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ft'fUlc iLiiil miColi iiUiiLe ? 1)1- the interest- (ireiitecl in (tm- ^cueald'^icui

n-coids, hy 1)111- taitlifiil Sarah Marsli Lee V (ir the result- t)f siicli lives

a> our Ivcv. Saiiiuel and l)r. 'i'huinas t ioudrich Lee? Tlieir iiilliieiu'e

\sill he I'eh in tlie 'Jdtii centurv.

Wliiic we look at (Mii- Marthas and our .Mai ys, or at our Johns
and our l^id^es, let us not forget liie material t ha.t I'harat-teri/.eil our
"iiiiL;luy men of valor,' our Joshua.s and our Davids, foi' w<! can
jn^liy ii(^ proud of our re|)r(^sentat i\ es on the hattle lields in every
war since John l^ee made America liis home.
We had our Captain Stephen J.ee, who died in 175.1, and our (Jolonel

l.saae Lee, who died in 1.S02, hoih look a prominent i)a.rt in (dmrcdi,

local and military all'airsof their day, and among the names of niaiiN'

others, the name of ('uptain Noah Lee, who wa^ afterwards ('(jjonel,

stands out ijrcnniiiently in our military records, of the latter part of

the 18th century. 1 have \isited t ht^ his.torical grounds at Crown
Point and Ticonderoga - where our (;ai)tain Noah held command—
ami in a feehle voice, 1 demaniled the surrender of the now fast de-

caying forts. 'IMit; spoil,- I hioughl away with iiu; were some rocks

from t hose historical place.s.

War is not romance, l)ut a stern reality; and a man whose brave
ancestors lia\e carried tlu^ name he Invars, far and wide and made it

a synonym for courage and hoinu' is right ly pi'oiid of his di^scent and
gels from ir a new impulse, to hear as hrave a part in his own da}.

No man can lie trul}' patrioiit-, who does ncM know something of tlu!

nation to which lie belongs, and the country in whiidi he lives. l^iit

how can he bec(Miie ac.cpiainted \sith these? l>y studying the hist (U-it!s

of the nati(Mi. or coun(r\', for history i.s hut a syst<Muatic account of

facts and events, and the W(uk of noble men and women
Some may lind smdi a st ud>' dry and uninteresting. 'To those, 1

say, they ought to belong to some of the nations of anti(iuit>', wdiere

it was t he custom to repeat to each succeeding general i(Ui the noble

d»;eds of their ain-esTors, thu> making history, only a gieat oral tra-

dition and turning it from I he dead lecoids, Nvhich some considered it/

I o be, into a bright and attract ive romance, 1 feel very much in re-

gard to 1 his, like the gentleman, who dined at a c(juntry hotel, when
asketl whicdi he would have, 'aiiple or mince pie,' leplied: "a hirge

piece of ea(di, please
'"

Some seem tu forget that a family history, or genealogy, bears the

>ame re hit itui to the family, as a State; history, tloes to a, State.

Some may " scout "' the idea of keeping a family I'cu'ord, or history,

but those who do, we can generally |)lace as i)roperly l)elongingto a

jealous and (pieriilous race, who lind no pleasure in other jjeople,

and not even in themselves.

'IMiere art^- mult it udes, who scarcely iviiow tlii! meaning of i In; word

genealogy, and the e.xtent the work is being cari'ied on.

( )n(* may gain a faint idea of I he w oik by visit ing tin; (iiuiealogical

rooms at Hartford, which contain o\iU' si\ hundred volumes, or the

( itMKialogical rooms in Ness York, \shich ctuitain ovtM- nine hundred

\<)lumes,or tin' Nesv I'higland Historic ( Jenealogical rooms at lioston,

Mass., wliiidi poss(?ss a library of '-'0,770 volumes and (iO,0()0 pami)lilels.





win I.KIC lAiMllA' KK-UNUJN,

1 luid tlie pleasure of spending- a little time in the i-ooiiis at IJosioii

(liiriiif;- the siitmiijji- of '115, and it was lliere 1 tirst reaii/.cil t lie extent

of tills important work.

A new interest has been created in this line, within tiiepast fe\\

years, by the or^ani/.atioii of such societies as "The ^ons of the

Revuhition," " 'riie Dan^hlers of the Kevohitioii/' "Children of the

American l{evohition,"' ''(Colonial I )aMies," etc., and many who mi^'lit

be eli^Mble to become members of these .societies will be unable to j^i se

satisfactory evlilence as to their elijjfibility, as no ^-t.-nealo^ical lecoids

of their ancestors iiave been kept, and the testimony of 1 hese wort liy.

people (•annut lie obtained from the country tlu^y now inhaitit.

Some know, comparathely , notiiiu^ of their ancestors, only,

pei-liai)s, a few names with birth and deatli fuiiudin some old family

Bible. 1 know of an earnest worker in tiie V. M. ('A., who luts

tried to trace liis line back and lind to wliat {jfreat family he belongs,

but has been unable, because his parents, who have j)assed awa),
did not realize the importance of iiif<uniin^ their son, as he once
asked his father what he was, and his father biii-st into iniinodei-a-l e

lau{i:liter, wliich continued for some time, then, recovering himself,

replied: "Well, yon know that on your mother's side you arc of

(jeniian descent. My fatluu- was an i'lni^dishman, my mot her an Irish

woman, so that \ou are onedialf (Jerman, one fourth MiiLclisli ami
one-huirth Irish ; or, in other wcM-ds, you area mongrel,'' followed by
anotlier prolonged lit of laughter.

And, too, tliere are many, who have not considered the time, lal)or

and money expended in the revision of our (ie.nealogy, by our faith

fill woi-kers. Will. AVallace and Leonard i-ee, and ol hers, as iuaii\ of

t heir letters, asking for information have remaineil unanswered, for

months. Yes I some never answered, and \ et when these people come
to e.xamine our new book, they will feel almost indignant to lind an
incomplete record, or no record of their famil}' tliere. Wlio will be

to lilame V

We are all familiar, with the reply jNlichael Angelo ga\ e to a friend

who called on him while linishing a statute ; sometime afterward he
calleil again ; the sculptor was still at vs'ork ; his friend, Kniking at the
[tictiire exclaimed :

" You have been idle since I saw you la^t,"' " H\

no means," replied the sciil])tor; I have retoindied this jiart and
polished that; I liave s(jftened this feature and brought (jiit this

muscle ; I have given more e.xpression to this liii , and more energ)' to

that limb,"—" Weil, well," said his friend, "but they are trilles""—
" It may be so," replied Angelo, "but recollect that trilles make per-

fection and perfection is no trille," so with our (lenealogy, tliey Iniv*-

retouched tlie lives of sen iie : brought (o tjiir not ice oi hers of whom w e

knew little, and they have brought tlie rticoi'ds down to the picscnl

time, as complete as i)ossible, and 1 think we ought to show our ap
preciation of their work
We rind l)y carefully examining oiii- liibles, that it w as consideii'd

important to keep genealogical records ; we lind in tlu^ book of (ienc-

sis the rectirds of tlie institiilion of the lirst family,- that of .\dam
and l''ve, also of their faiiiil\'. 'IMie books of ( Chronicles arc largeh'
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j^civi'ii sip to sucli i-eeonis. 'Via- heaiil i fiil l)<..,k ,,C liutl, ^^ves u .-oii-
lu-'rtin^' link in tlie life of Olirist, uiid in iIm' lirst ci.upt.ii- of Mattiiew
u«' liinl tiie ^^eiieaio'^-y of Clirist from Ahialiuiii to .Josepii,

'I'iie Jews, in part iciilar, le-aitled siicli records of exti-eiue inipor
(aiic.;, and tliey are all placcul in tiie Scrii)iiires for our instruction.

Tints we have the early example of " keepin- sacred the niemorv
of our ancestors," and of kcepin- I heir -enealo-y for the iniei-esl .if

future y;eneration.--.

An opiiuon prevails somewhat anion- our kindred, that there is

some.wherea vu.st fortune that we are heirs to, if w^ caji oidy trace
(Mir connection to certain families in iOn-lan.l, but, I trust, dear
friends, we all are joint heirs to '-that iuheritaiice,' incorrupt ihle,
uudelilcd, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven f.MNou,''
and that wi" nuL\- all med on that ' iieautiful shoi-e.'"

'i'lu! i)oet says :

"'J'wo tliinj^s there are we have no voice in i-hoosin^-,
Oui- ancestors, noi- oui- e.vistcnce here

;

Fate's immdates here admit of no refusinjj:,

I'^roiu |)rince, or he-^'j^'ar, sinner, saint or seei-."'

At the noon hour tlu- conipan)' adjounu'd to another roc^m in

winch liail \)vvu provicKd a siiini)tuous c(;llation \>y Mrs 11. I

CraiuUill.

It was an hour of sociabilit)' and c(jn)])linu'rjtary remarks on tin-

several papers which had been read, and tlie pleasant aspect ot

the gathering, notwithstanding the extreme heat ol the da).
Coming from various ])arts of the couiitry hut h-w iiad i-ver befort'

met. Little ceremou)', however, was reipiiriMl to iorm an ac-
(piaintance, and a general feeling; prc\ailed, that tlies' were the
scattered chiklren oi one famil)-, who liad returned t(j rail)-

arcjund the old hearthstoui'.

At 1:30 the assemblage was again called to onhr, the exercises
commencing by singing the folhnving:





I.I:K I'AMIl.N' 1^1 IINION,

(Air.iiiHV.I lor 111,- (K->.a-,i..ii. ,

J /';• A M KKICA.

1.

l'\iniiiii^-ti)ii, His of then,

H(jiiii' (iT our iLiu;t'sl r\

,

( )f t lit'ii we siii;4' ;

Liiiitl where our tatluM-s ilwcll,

Altars at wliidi l lies kiirll

,

Joys wliii-h thuir cliililieu leh,

I II chorus v'iwj;.

'[\) ancient I'^iniiiiij^toii,

Couit; evei'V scattered sou

( >f our .1 ohu Lee
;

('f)iiie IroHi the praiiie.-. wide,

OouK^ troMi tiu! luoinilain side,

And troMi Pacifies t id(^

I u juhiiee.

;i.

Come from the cottage home,

(JoUK^ trom tiu^ palace d(uue.

And kindred meet
;

JiCl hillsides oiu-i^ ai;aiu,

hi(du) a ;^i-aiid rtd'rain

Kindr<'d prolou;^- t he si rain,

And son;^^ lepcal

.

1.

From where tlie orany^e j^'rows,

l>'roin where the /,ei)hyr hiows,

( lonie swell tlie thronj;- ;

(lome from old I'in^^laud'.s shore

The motiier land of yoi'O,

(yoiue from the wide world o'er,

A tluiusand strou'r.

('anadians from the north —
('onfed'rates from the south,

One common Ijantl ;

Your kindred here extend

A welcome to ea(di friend,

And kindly fi:reetin^ send

To every land.
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(1.

No st ril'u .shall Ikm-c he I'diukI,

Oiii' ht!ai-ts wilh Joy ahoiiiid,

( iood will display
,

Heiiiiion let it he

Souls joiuetl in haniioux',

And spirits all set fiee,'

To bless the dux.

('oiiutless as j^^ruiiis of sand,

iileacliin^- on ocean strand,

Thoiif^h ninnhers he
;

litt joy t riiiniphanl spiin^-,

Jjctthe wide welkin I'lni;-,

Kv'i-} Lee shont and sin^j,',

A jnhilee. J.. L

Thi.' old familiar air was nncUrtd with a hearty -^rood will, fol-

hnviiif^which, Miss Sarah Mske Lee ol New Hampshire, daii-hler

of Lev. Samuel Lee, a w ( 1 1 kiu)wn eler.^yman and autlu)r, was

tscorted to the platte)rm and introduced by \Ym. Wallace Lie, in

a lew appropriate remarks. .\ hisl(jrical j)a|)er, pre])ari d willi

much care was read 1)\ her, which ^ave- rise to many complimen_

tar)' remarks, and awakened a deep intert'st in the pioji'ct ot a

new tamily >;i'ne,do<.;y which it was intended soun to puhlish. An

abstract cjnl)' has been Inrnished b)' her, as lollows :

" l>i-ide of ancestry is a natural and ennol)linj4- sentiment,'" and

we, as a people, are, in these latei- years, awaking- ti> an ai)pi-eeiat ion

of the ^n-andeur and stren-^-tli of the li\es and characters of those who

havt; lived liei-e before us, and also of the debt we (iwe to tlieui.

"Oui- ancestors paid too <^reat a price to ))e for^'otten or i^Miored."

Their "plain livinj'- and liigli tijinkiuK,'' "lul "their i.nly luxury

doiri<.C ii;>>ncr" show their character, and it stands out in bold relief

a,^-ainst the bacdi-i' round of bigotry ami intoleiance, which at tempted

ft) follow tlieai across the sea.

One of the favorite pursuits of the |)resent day is that of genea-

logical research, and it is now most unfashionable not to know the

name of one's great grandfather, at the ver\ least, an<L om-e in the

outer circle of tin! whirlpool of such I'csearcli, one is i)oi'ne onward in

ever narrowing and deei)ening circles toward ihe Maelstrom, fi-om

whi(di there is no escajje.

We have high authority for thinking that the record of our

lineage is worthy our attcuition. The lirst book mentioned in the

Hible is a geneali>gy, "The book of the generations of Adam,'" ami

si.\ idnipters of (ienesis are dcvcjfed to a genealogical recoi-d. We all
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pnvatd circiilatitMi, ami it is fiuniiiiii- to uiaiiy of yi)ii. Tliis was a
line iiiicleiis tor a iar^'er -:eiieal()-:y, aiul aroiiseil interest in ilie wuii<
ill many of our elan. Miss Sarah Marsh was ur-ed to cumplete the
worlv, for wliicli so much material liad been colieiteil. At liisi, siie
was reiiictaiit to do so, hut the ])ersiiasioii and eneoma-emeid
of many friends, and, most .,f ail, iier lilial love led iier to underiaixe
this woriK, and sh(^ compiled, with almost inliidte painstakin-, the
l-ook wlii.-h was pnhlished in IsTs. It was as r-omi)iete as nuUeriai
whieh conld tiien b(i obtained woidd i)ermit. Many braneiies were
omitted, otiiers jrjven only in part, l)ut everytiiin^' possible to accu-
racy and unwearied industry was done. In accura(ty, clearness an.

I

felicity of j,'eneral arrangement, this book stands in the lir>i raidv
amon^' kindred works, and has been taken a.- a sample by later
genealogical writers.

From tliis book was madt; out the li.^t of mimes of Lees who were
invited to the Family Keunion of is.st. 'I'hat Reunion was to us an
event of the greatest impoiian,-e Pieviou.^ly

, we had almost en-
tirely been to each other mylhical beings, having indeed na)iies and
local habitations init otherwise being only 'airy nothings. ' Fiiend
ships were formed, ami the tie of kinship tlu're first recogid/,ed has
strengthened, and the circle has widen<-d. The result we see to-day
in tht! meeting of the kindred, from the Atlantic to the Pacilic, from
( 'amida to our sijut hern l)ouiida ri<!s.

At the meeting in lS8t, a permanent organization was etrectful, and
William Wallace J.ee was chosen .Secretar\. lie at (.nc*- began a
searcdi for those missing bran.dies .)f .uir family tree, ami his pei-se
\erance luis been rewarded by the disc.ivery of, not .)nly families,
but tribes of our l.ees, who have been dispersed through. ml the
land. Years were s|)ent in this lalx.r and a mountain of names and
diftes accumulated. Mr. Lee, l)usied day by day in his.diosen calling,
could not arrange these letters and he called f.)r hi^lp. Leonard Lee
of Kenosha, Wis., was the first to answer the call He f.mnd among
th(ise letters s.) mu.di that was valuable in the way. .f re.-.trds thai,
with Wallace, he de.'ided that it was desiiable t.) put it in print, ihal
it might ))e saved f.)r those t.) whom in the future it would be .)f |)rice-

less value. Not content witli tliis, Mr. Leonai-d Lee took maii>- .jour-

neys, on geneal.)gical errainls bent, visited families in their h.mies,
eopied reeords from family I^il)les,- the truest records in the u..rl(l,

e.vcept p.)ssibly tliose found in cemeteries— eolle.ded data and tradi-
tions from agetl i)ersons, searched newspaper tiles .)fihe last century,
a;u.l in a dilferent way, did (piite as much work as had been done, in

his wa\ by Wallace Lee.

On rea.dung Meriden, ( 'onn., Leonard Lee patient ly redued the
chaotic mass of reords and papei-s to a .legriiCi of older, and |iapers
relating to the dilferent branches were cdassilietl. At this stage of
alVairs, Miss Sarah I'^iske, daughter of l{ev. Sanuiel Lee, consented t.)

take cliarge of the John braiudi.and later .)f tlit^ Stejdien brau.di,
als... in the latter, receiN'ing most tdliident aid from Mrs. Jeann.'tle
L.M' C.ie of Winsted, ('.mil. Letters .)f in.pdr_\ b.^N.md .•..mputalioii
have been written by these comidl.'rs. ^'am^^s and dates have been
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soii^lil 1)\ ropeiLtotI (|iiesti(>iiiii;4S iiiul soinet iiiuis foimtl. tlit'ii ar

ran^eti, ilcnihied, coiit ladict tnl and i-e-iii'rMiij;-«'d, <iuly liiially to li>'

"sifled as ssdieal. " Ut'coids liavc Iihcii s«Mirclied, (•(Mnetcrit^'- visited,

i't)iilf;m|)()fury genealogies cuiisnlttul, ami now the hook is iicaily

wi-itteii ami everything;- done tiial lias come wiliiin the power- or

scope of the workers.

Would yoii like to know something- of the work and what it would

tell yon V You will liml it in the work about to he puhl.isJied.

As lliL' ix-uiaindot of tliis aitii lo consisti tl cjulyof an oidliiu- of

the l.uc Genealogy, not tliiii [)ul)lish<.cl, it is lujt yixcu here.

It se'eirieil becoming that some i)i(jper .frcognition shoiihl he

oliseiveil of thi: kindred who were with us in i^SS^, and liail siuee

passetl away. 'Idle I'lesid'eut e.dled ui)t)ii W'm. W'alhue i.ee,

who had kepi a ri'cord of challis. as far as he liad lieeii aliK' [i>

olilain them. I'\\\ ol lluise pit sent wire aware ot the mortalily

wiiich liad occurreil amoii^ those wlio were w itii us iu i<S(Sp and

Iris remarks were listened to with prolouiul interest.

MtJK'iH AKV.

'i'he ^'rand procession that is moving- onwaid lo I he unseen shore,

is com|.osed of the youn^', as well as 1 he old, the lohiisl as well as 1 he

feehl((. It is doiihtfnl if there was ev(M- asstfiiihled a ^-roui) ()f one

hundred, composed (jf the same individuals im two separate occas

ioiis. The prediction whi(di was matle at the close of our lirsl ,i;ath

erin^ (found on iiaj^e 70 of the liook |)uhlislied in l^is^» ) has heen

more than verilied.

Of those win) were present at our lirst meetinf.?, 1 have a list of

(hilly who have died, and \ er\ likely the numl)er would e.\cee(l Ihat

if I had full returns from all the families that were represeuletl th<n-e

Of those from whom responses were i-eceived, with woi'ds t^f euciuii-

a^'eme-nt, and yet, from various causes were unable to attend. I have

a lisl of thirty-four that have died, and 1 feel (piite certain that the

numl>er would exceed that, if I had the names of all. I u onl_\ a .^ma 11

number of cases has any one taken pains to inform me of an> deaths

amon^:: the kindred, s»> tliat I have been (Muupelled to obtain wimt

I have in a fra<,'.menta r> wa\\ .\ll the infiu-matloii that I lia\ e

-•at hered in this line will appear in tlu' new edilion ol oiw family

history when published. I feel U is mecit and proper lo mcnliou Ihe

names of our ollicers, who ha\'e by words of (^m-oura^emenl ami

material assistance, helped lo |)iomoit; the work in whi(di we lia\

c

bi'tui eii;^a^ed.

'I'hi^ death of (iad llenrs ]a'v, Ihe week following our iiieei-

in;4, was a shock lo us all, soon follow t'd by llie death ot Kev. A-
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L. JjOvolaiKl of (fiauby. Wortliy tributes were furnished, which

can l>e found in tiie l)Ook, j)aj^-eh 8t, 85 and 8G. i cannot give them in

chronoh)gical order, but tliey iucluile tSarah Rlarsh Ijee of Norwicli,

Ct., Dr. Mary Victoria Lee of 0swe<,'O, N. Y., WiUard O. i,ee of

Springlieid, IMass., Wiliiaui Walhice Lee of Bristol, Ind. He removed
to Snoliomish, Wasli., and died tliere. At the time of our meetinj^

it was thought he was one of oiii- family, but suljseciuent inf(jrmation

did not conlirm the opinion Au^'ustin N. Lee, Chicago; Francis

liCe, Clinton, Iowa; Ri(duird Henry Lee of Si)ring Hill, Kas., who
enjoyed our meeting so nuich ; Henry V. H- J^ee, Long Island City,

L. L ; Nathaniel Smith Lee, Cneithi, JN. V., both of them soldiers
;

John R. Lee, Buffalo. N. Y., who took a very deei> interest in family

matters; Andrew Frink ii(;e, Hullalo. All who were at our lir^t

meeting remember his genial, hearty way. Thomas Lee, Westmore-
land, N. Y., who rendered valuable information; Luther ('lark Lee,

Aurora, captain in an Illinois regiment, und Benja,min F. I^ee,

Oakland, Cal., brother of Richard Henry, Kansas. With very few

exceptions, all of those here named were i-eady and willing to

assist in all that 1 had attempted to do to i)romote the oljjects of our

association.

On April 9, 1805, our Presiilent, William Henry Lee, died at his

lu^me (for later years) in Hartford. Perhaps it is because as a jirin-

cipal ollicer of our assxx'Jation, I was brought more i:iosely in contact

with him, that I have felt the loss so keenly, but liis death is a loss

which can but be severely felt by us all. 1 say ^frankly to you that,

luul it not been for his kind woiiis of cheer and encouragement,

coupled with naiterial assistani-e, always so generously remlered, I

shoukl have been strongly temi)ted many times to lay aside the work

I had undertaken and abantlon it forever. 15ut 1 came to feel that

I had his <;onliden(!e, and the moi-e 1 knew him the more I admired

him. 1 was uumy times invited to his home anil shared his hospitality

on several occasions. To him we are all indel)teil for the handsome

stone that marks the burial place of our common ancestor, and also

for the deep Interest which he took in all |)ei-taining to our common
fauuly history.

Were he living, I would not be i)ermitted to say these words of

euk)gy. His modesty was so nuirked a trait of his character, he would

not have allowed it. To whom shall we look to lill his place? I fear

we shall find it a very diflicult matter to carry on the work which he

was so anxious to see completed, I. c, a more full and (iouqilete record

of our common family. 1 earnestly hope some way can be devised. His

worth as a man, as a citizen, loyal to his church and his convictions,

we all know, and we may name onr kinsman with a feeh'ng of i)ride

and tenderness combined.

This list which I have-read, impresses us all with the fact that our

ranks are being continually. broken, and is even more forcibly brought

to our attention when I say of all the gray-haired men who sat upon

the platform at our first meeting. Deacon William Lee, of Marysville,

O., alone survives. Looking out toward that unknown land to which
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we ai-o all hasteiiinj^r with the faith our tathers held, we can say " it i.s

well," for 1 have iiu doulit 1hat ail of iis, no matter what our faith
creed oi- sect, hope for somethin.L,' hri-hter and better beyond, ()nl,

"We may not know its soft and balmy aii-,

How bright and fair its ilowers.

We may not hear the son^js tliat echo there,

Throu'^li those celestial bowers."

The mortuary exercises concluded by singing' an appropriate
selection, comniencinj^' ; "Thou art gone to the grave, but we
will not deplore thee," after which the assemblage adjourned
to visit the old church and cemetery.

The old church, built in 1771, on the siti' of the edifice in wliich

our ancestors worshipped, and in which many of the earlier

generations were christened, was an oljject of great interest. Its

quaint furnishings, though much modernized, and its broad
galleries, still showed the anti(pie style, and were ])articularly

novel to those from the Western States. Seth Lee was for many
years, deacon of this church, and in it his cliildren were all

baptized.

The ancient cemeter)' in which our ancestor, John Lee was
buried in 1690—a few min.utes walk soutli of the cluirch, was
next visited. On the height of ground the modern monument
of John Lee—erected by the munificence of William H. Lee in

1876, is a conspicious object. Standing by its side, in a sub-

stantial base, is the rude headstone of two hundred years ago.

It was looked upon with veneration, and by most of those

present, for the first time. A few. yards distant, and api)arently

wrought by the same hand, may be seen the headstont; of

Stephen Idart, Jr.,—brother of Mary I fait Lee—wlio died in

1689.

When the company had assend.led about tiie monument, the

President, Rev. h\ T. Lee, mad( a few remarks, sinaking sub-

stantially as follows :

Few words are necessary at a time like this. The occasion itself

si)eaks far more impressively than luiman lauf^uage could do, and it

is for us, simply to interjjret and .to apply its lesscjus. 'J\) me the,

liour seems sacred. ]\Iany and interest inii' are the associations whicli
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cluster about tlie luuuc of our coiiinion ancestor. Tlie detaiLs of liis

life which have come down to ii.s arc excetHlin^-Jy uiea^vr, and liuay-
iuatioii uatui-ally sccIks to supjily wiiat In'.story faiLs to ^ive. tSiuce
my atteutipii lia.s been turned to t he ^ultjcct of oui- ance.sl ry,- J liave
often wondered in i-e^ai-d to(hc(';iri> iioiiic and .surroundiiiKs of the
l)oy who came to tliis lu-w and wilderness land over 2(;u yeai's ai^'o—
the motives whicli prompled him, the oi)jee,t whiidi he lioi)ed to
achieve. 1 have thought of the " hreakin- of the houu^-tles," which
proved to be final so far as we know, there being notlunj.;- to show
that lie ever re-visited liis jiative land, or that his parents came later
to this country. 1 have followed him in imaj^'i nation as he made the
lony: and tedious voya-c, devoid of the coudorts of modern ocean
travel

;
have tried to put m>self in his place, and to imaf^ine the sense

of strangeness with wliich he must have regarded everything in the
new land; the lonely lioiiis he must have speid; the homesit kness,
jjerhaps, which he nniy iia\c expei-ienced

; for a boy of only fourtei'u
years must fre(iuently have thoughts of the home and the i)arents he
Inul K'ft, ami, however (tonsidercite his guardians uuiy have been, must
often luive longed for the mother's kindly symi)athy and tender love.

1 wonder, too, how deeply, us hi- grew to uuiturer years, he en-
tei-ed into the real spiiit of the movement of his time, which prompted
•so uuuiy to couu' to this laiul, sacriticing much, endui'ing haidships,
fr(!(iuently suffering great loss. 1 wonder, also, if his thought was
ever turned rellectively t<^ the fidure,- of the nation then in the
earliest beginnings; of its institutions then in their inciijiency ; of
his own i)Osterity, destined to be so nunuirous and iidluential.
Little, doubtless, did he dream of an occasion like this, generations
later, when his descendants from all over this bvoiu[ land, sht)uUl
come together to do hon(jr to his nu-moi-y. Most likely his thouglits
were occupied chiefly, as ours are to-ilay, with the present, little

realizing the great tlungs which the future had iu store for this
country. If he did, if any of us indeed were to dwell upon what the
years uuiy bring, we should all, I aj)prehend, feel constrained to do as
the lady who always, in her i)rayers, remendjcred, uiJt oidy herchililren
then living, but all her posterity as well.

1 am impressed with one thought in particular as 1 stand here
beside the grave of our.ancestor, this afternt)(jn. It is the siginficance,
the worth, the dignity of the individmd. John Lee, as a l)oy in the
imun'grating comininy, was little noticed or thought of, probably, save
as simijly a boy among other boys, and he hijuself, 1 presuuu;, had no
unusual consciousness of imi)ortance. And yet, see what results have
flowed from his conung—the long line of descendants, the relations
they have sustained to the development of this State and other
States, the recoi-d they have made, of which we have been hearing
to-day. He was a liidi in a chain, the begiiuiing of a new line of
succession, as it were, (jreat interests for the years to come centered
in him.

So with us all, my friends, each one is a link. Important interests
center in us for the future, if not for to-day. What we need is to
realize this uu)re than we sometimes do, and j-ealizing it, to recognize
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tluit life is real and earnest, seek to aet well our part in the living

present, that those of the years to ecjine, our descenilants, may take
pride in recalling us rejoice to do u^ lionor, and gather inspiration

fr(jni our example and s|jirit, to gicater fidelity and to nobler lives for

themselves.

An appropriate selection was sun^ at the close, but the over-

powering heat of the sun sliortened tlie time which would have

been most interestingly spent among the headstones of more
than two centuries ago.

The day was now far spent, and those who had come by-

carriages returned to tlieir liome, while others enjoyed a refresli-

ing ride by trolley, to Hartford, and spent another pleasant

evening in the hotel parlors. Thus passed the hrst day.

THE JOHN I.EE 1\H3N UAl KN'l' KAUMINCION, CONN.
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SECOND DAY.-August 13.

Called to ordcM' at lo o'clock and niOL'ting opened by prayer by

Prof. H. C. King, and singing of Coronation.

All seemed refresiied by a cooler bneze, and several new arrivals

were noted.

A Roll of Honor was now read, comprising a list of soldiers

furnished by the family, in the various wars of the country,

commencing with Stephen Hart who, accompanied Captain John
Mason in the Pecpiot war of 1637. Names were given of seven-

teen who served in the French war, 49 in the Revolutionary

war, 19 in the War of 1812-15, two Canadians in the British

army, and' 94 in the War of 1861-63, and five Confederates. The
list had l)een compiled by Leonard Lee, as tiie result of much
research through the State archives, and from other sources of

information, and still tin' roll is deemed incomplete, especially of

those who served in the Civil war. The paper was read by

William Wallace Lee, preceded by a few remarks, and followed

by the singing of a sehetion, commencing,

" Though far and wide our heroes sleep,"

to the tune of Old Hundred.

A verbal report from the committee on ru-organization was
next listened to.

It was recommended that the officers of the " Lee Association "

consist of five vice-presidents, one of wh(;m should be chosen

as president, besides one secretary and treasurer and one

assistant secretary and treasurer.

The report was adojUed, and choice made of the following

officers :

VICE PRL;S11)ENT.<5.

Miss Sarah F. Lke, of JNew Ipswioh, N. H., of tlie "John " branch.

James T. Lkk, of New Britain, ('onu., of the "Stephen" braneli.

Lkonaiu) Lkk, of Keiiusha, AViti., of the "Thomas" hnineh.

(tK(jiigk H. Lkk, of iiriUj^eport, ('onn., of tlu^ "David" biaucli.

KnwiN I>KK HkA'I'H, of l^runtford, Ont., of t!ie "
( ^aiiadifuis."

SECRETARY ANlJ TREASURER.

WieIjIAM Waleack Lkk, Meriden, Conn.

Lkonaiii) Lkk, Kenoslia, Wis., Assistant.

James T. Lee of New lk"itain, was chosen President, and

accepted the office in a few becoming remarks.
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A puhlishinK comuiitUe \v;is also ai)pointL'cl consisting of

William Wallace Lcc-, Miss Sarah Iv J.ee aiul L-eonanl Lee, to

which was addctl the ri\sident, James T. Lee.

A consideraliun ot the reports ot the Se-cretary and Treasnrcr,

wliich were read in the- nujrning, eanu next m order.

Tlie subject ol providing funds to defra)- the expense of pul)-

lishing a new genealogy which was nearly reaily for tlie press,

was freely discusi.-d. ft was stated that it would be unliecoming

to the I.ee famil)' uj contract a ilebt tor the purpose— tliat the

compilers liad alruatl)' expended several linndrecf dollars on tlieir

own account, and that not less than $500 in hand, woulcf

warrant them to take any preliminary steps in that direction.

This amount, witli advance subscriptions for the work in pros-

pect, would enal)le them to proceed.

The discussion was abruptly terminated by Mr. II. II. Osgood

of Norwich, Conn., who generously pledged jSioo, w.hicli was

received with ai)plause. (Mr. Osgood is not of the Lee blood,

but from cliildhood has bi'cn associated with tlu; Lees, and made

choice of a Lee girl lor a wife.)

Mrs. Osgood promi>il)' supp)lementcd her husband's generous

donation by the addition of $2^ from lier own resources ; Wilbur

E. Lee of Caml)ridge, Mass., added $2^ ; Mrs. William 11. Lee,

Hartford, JR50 ; and subsequentl)' D. Bradley Lee of St. Louis,

sent in liis check for $75. Several subscrii)tions in advance were

received, with the cash or pledged for 30 days—quite a number

being for two copies or more
; ^350 being {)aid or pledged witliin

a few minutes. This l)usincss was disposed of in less time than

is recjuired to write it, and larther business left in the hands cjf a

committee.

Letters received from the kindred in various parts of the

country were read, regretting their inability to be present, but

expressing tfieir symi-»athv' in the re union,

Then followed an address by Professor H. C. King of Oberlin

College. Professor King is a graduate of Yale and is widely

known. His address was a scholarly effort, and delivered without

notes, HI a style whicli commantled xittention. His subject was,

TllV: IMPORTANCE OF THK STUDY OF FAiAriLY HISTORY.

You will .see from the subject assi^neil me ))y the eoiuuiittee, that

it fulls to me really to tell you wluit you are here iov. What reasons

are there for the importance of the study of family historyV Certain

senii-sei'ious cousiilei-ai ions present themselves at once. In tlie first
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pliuHi, tiie student of rmiiily liistoi-y is (iiiitc certuin to ^-iLiii a new
sense of the ineiinin^ ot j^tMu^alDj^y. Tlie piipei's alreaily liear<l show
how warm is tlie appreciation of the ardent ^•enealt)gist Cor portions

of the IJible not counted tlie jiiciest. I<]veu (ieuesis i and ,\ , and 1st.

(Jhronicies i to ix stii' liis enthusiasm. He is prepai-ed to understand

how luucli lies hehiiul tlie nuu-e i-ecord of luiiues. Nor is our ar(hMi.t

genealoi^ist far wi'on^. 'IMie ))ooi\s oi (!hroid(des were meant to j"ouse

tlie generation to whom they were acUlressed to renewed devotion to

to the nation and il- mission ; and the rcnjuntin;^ of tlie niore iiotal)le

of the names in caiii trdie was a most |)oU'nt a[)peah These names
were a dii-ect iiieilement to be worthy of llieir ancestors and to be

tr\ie to tiieir inheritance.

And then the si ud\ of y<.)\iv {^eneaio^'y ministers to a proper self-

esteem. When I was simlyin^ in Harvard 11 nivei-sity, there was a

student known as 'riioiiuis. Jelt'ei'son ( '(jolid;^e, a ilirect desceiulant

of Thomas Jelferson. 1 noticed that his name always appeared in

full , anil I suppose it would ha\ o been a near appi'oaeh to deadly
insult to refer to him at any time as plain "'I'. J. (!oolidge." In

my wanderinji:s around Boston, 1 usetl to see on the door-plate of a

physician, "Dr. Bliles Standish." The wildest ellort of my imati:iu-

ation has not enabled me to picture the doctor siy'uiuf.,' even the most
hurried prescript i(ui simply "M Standish." 1 iimif^ine the past was
an absolutely necessary part of self, of each of these men. They were
more to themselves because of it. i\or is this all delusion. It is wortii

something to get yt)ur bearings in this old world <-)f ours: to lind (jut

your ilelinite connect ioi.> in this universe of relations. You are not

so mere an atom. Oni; imisl be sorry for the man without a grand-

father.

And it may well l)e liiat tlie study of faniil}' history has a iiu>ral

value. Family pride may pi(A'eai(Nil moral restraint, if the State

counts tlie simply manied man a distinctly saler citi/.(;n, and reckons

every new tie a fresh pledge of good condiud, what shall be said of

the assured moral steadiness of the man with his genealogy of eight

generations and a family history of live hundred page> ?

And if 1 am reminded here of .leremy 'l^iyloi-s humbling remark,

that fauuly pride is only being proud that your ancestors were better

than you are, 1 have to reply that just here lies the solace for us J^ees

(and many another family besides), that we have not ancestors of ex-

ceptional distinction. Evidently they were true to their Connecticut

tratlition and training, and believed in local independence and
individuality, and meant to give us. their (.lescendants, a chance.

Fortunately, therefore, we are without the one distinguished an-

cestor wh.o would have (h>oiiied us all to being merely his distant

imitators. We are rescued from the oblivion of .Itiniors, Seconds,

'IMiirds, and allowed to be ourselves. ^Vnd tlii^ leads me to add that I

am thankful for another feature of the Lee genealogy : the originalit y
of our beginnings in this country. The Lees emigratetl from

England as a boy. We thus escapeil forever Uic " thiee lirothers ''

wdio came over in the same boat. That fourteen year old l)oy, J take

it, must have had sturdiness and independence. Aiul this origin
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may have suiuelhiii^ to do witli tlie reputed liveliiiesH ami orij^'inality

Of tlie Lees. This b(»y urij^iii .seems to me also, to ec^me the nearest

possible to solving- the problem of how U) t,'et a simon-i>ure Americ^an

anrestry, which should not be Indian. John i^ee ou>^ht to liave been

a particularly ^ood Democrat. At his age he nuist have had few

monarcliial prejudices to adjure ; and from his first day's lau<ling pu
these shores, he belonged to the cttmmunity whitdi was the very

eraille of American I)einoci-acy. That origin seems to me, to be

sidliciently American.
To speak a little more seriously of my subject, I mention as a fui--

tber reason for the im[Kjrtance of the study of family history, the

widening sense of kinship which is certain to result, 'i'he liist motive
to genealogical study seems often ti) be rather exclusive,—pei-haps a
desire to join the >Sons of the Revolution. Hut in tlie eiiil 1 believe its

tendency to be altruistic. We are not uierel\' " harking bac^k to a jiliys-

ical fairt," but rather only using our comiium origin as an excuse for

further mental acquaintance, based on a family jisychological resem-

blance. A gtMiealogical tree with its endless ramiiications, is a kind
of graphic illustration of tiie kinship of the race. Our hearts warm,
as we study it, toward many who iiad seemed wholly strange. Our
connections with the mother countries become real. As indivitluals

and as patriots we are less narrow and sellish than we were.

Recognition of the importance of the study of family liistoi-y,

morover, is (piite in liai'uiony with the moilern metliod of beginning
from the home in the teaching of history, and with the modern em-
phasis on biograi)hy. 'J\) feel a i)ersonal connection with e\ en the

merest bit of history adds reality to all history. No Lee, I am sure,

can have followetl, in imagination, John jjce in his connection with
Thomas Hooker's (Jomimny, and later under tlie long ministry of

Hooker's son at Farmington, and not found all tlie beginnings of

American History mm:' ali\'e for hiiii. The stud}' of family liistory

has thus one of the cliiul gains of travel.

And simply for the hetter understanding of ourselves, the study of

family history is important. Rlaiiy a pu/.zl^ in one's iJsycological

make-ui» would be far easier of solution if we knew our ancestoi-s

better. It is of value to know the family characteristics, in their

strength and their weakness. Nor is this a coiisidei-atiou of merely
curious or prudential value. Every motive of love and respect urges
that one know tlie entire lives of at least his father and mother well.

I wisli I miglit persuade every person to whom is still granted the
presence of father or mother, to secure from tliem carefully written
accounts of tlieir lives. Those accounts woidd be i)riceless documents,
and they would grow in iireciousness with one's years.

A still deeiier, and for me tlie cJiief reason, foi" the cultivation of

family history lies in ii national characteristic. We Americans need
to cultivate the /li.stoj-icd/ ,^cnnf, personally, piactically. No thought-
ful American living for even a brief time among any European peo|)le

can fail to be impressed, as by a novel sensation, with the evidence,

everywhere present, of a sense of constant connection with the past.

The (ierman's " A's ist i/nnic/- .s(j
'' seems the one reason for every (pies-
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tioiKMl iiistit iitioii. A niitiuii lias mIwhn.s, I.ot/.u suy.s, two diitios, iu

aeeuiiii'^' (»l)[)o.sitit)ii: cm thu ono liaii(i, the iluty of keupiiij^ I'liil li willi

the past, ot |)i-e)serviug some livinj^- eoinmmiity with those i^iuie, the
Conservative teudeucy, tlie recoL;iiili(»ii of historical rij^iit ; on tlie

otluM- hand, the duty of lidelity to the interests of tlie present, of

revolt against the " dead hcinti:" the r-ailical tendency, the rei^ogni

tion of abstract right. One need hardly '^o further than the openinj^

senten(;es of the Declaration of 1 nd(4)endence to see that the latter

tenden(!y is uiueli stronger in Aniei'icans. Our history an el our circum-

stances have i-Uiireased this tendency- 'I'he so-called pi-actical .Vmei--

ican mind tends in fa<'t in these relations to become very theoretical.

We are })rofoundly anil unduly inlluencted by theoi-ies, b}' altstract

i;ontiiderations,-and greatly lack what oliler countries have- tlie histor-

ical brake. And yet so called abstract justice may often be the rankest
injustice ; for it is likely to be mere arbitrary classing, with no i-ecog-

nitiou of individual dilVerences, and doing away with all distinctions.

Its mood, as Professor .lajiies reminds us, is essentially that of the

Shah of Persia, wiio declined when in {'"upland to take any interest in

the Derby; for he said it was already kn(j\sn to him that one horse

could run faster than another. Whitdi horse was the faster was no
nuitter. And yet it is tin; individual wIkj is the reality, and not tlie

class. The real is ( (-uriete always. One must, therefore, freely grant

Professor James' conUiut ion t hat "the obstinate insisting that tweedle-

dum is not tweedle (lee is t he bone and marrow of life. " So far, then,

as the radical and abstra(;t tendency is dominant in us, we need to cul-

tivate the historical sense. V/ii need to recognize that <jur roots ai-e in

the past, and to keep our I'ait h with t he past. <)[iv country is too new,

and our history too short to make vei-y real any sense of obligation

to the generations gone. There is little to remind us of them. We
are always ready to begin anew. Few of us live even in the same
town in which oui' fathers lived. .Not a Lee, for exam[)le, remains
here iu Fannin gton, in this original home of our ancestoi's ; and other

families with a record as old, are similarly scattered. Almost the

only ancient thing man} of us have is our ancestry. It becomes U6

to make the most of thai

Closely connected wiili il.i.-i neeil of the sense (jf community with

the past is the need of I lie spiritual possession of our sui'roundings-

Htjth enlarge self. The self needs to e.\i)ress itself in its sui-roundings.

There is great loss here (uv our wandering population. Our whole

people are too much like (dty renters, who have no real home, and
have never put an atom of themselves into their iilaces of abode.

The mere conveniences of a Hat can never make a home. This tramp
life makes us vastly poiM-er, and lessens greatly the sense of responsi-

bility, (-ivic and moral, 'i'he mere rtuder, or the lrei|Meiil mover, has

not expressed himself iu anything that abides. Therefore all ties sel

more lightly on him. The American, to be sure, often has a rarely

high siiiritual ap[)reciation of the home ; but he is greatly hamitered

by his surroundings in this regard. The literal possession of the jia-

ternal homestead is not possible to many of us; the siiiritual [losses-
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.sioii of tilt', ['iiiiiily kinship is ; ami tiiis may ili> iiiucli (d make up tor

that.

And after all, the only really sacred tiling is a pei-son. Tim Chinese

revereiire foi- ancestors has a much Uclter |)hilosophic basis than tin-

more common ri'verence for |)laces. The saci'edness of all places and

tliin^;s is Ixtrro^ved from persons. ^Vedo well to recall in lilial allection

the iiai,nes and livi's ttf those who lia\e^one Ix-fore us, from whom we

have come. lOvery name in tin- most skeleton like ^enealoKV still stands

for a life history; and a little loving- imagination re-clothes the barren

name with the beauty and fragrance of a life i)assitinately loved, loved

as we love life. They, too, lived and loved, hoped and aspired
;

tlu-y,

'too were ilisappointed and deteated, and had their moments of achie\e-

m<-nt and con(pU'st. And Irom tlie st udy of their lives we turn with

chastened ambition and a uiore tender sympathy, to take up our

allt^tted tusk, witli its inhej-ited Umitatit)ns, -;lad of our li\ in- con-

nection with the lives of years ^-{Hie by.

Ami we may illustrate these general considerati(Uis fi-om our own
historical connections. Is it of no value to remiml ourselves that we

belong;- to tile ^reai Puritan stock of whom Jolm Fiske can write:

"Had it not been for the i'uritans political lil)ei'ty would i)i-obabl}- have

disappeared from the woi'ld' '! So that "the mouuMit of CromwelTs

triumph was the most crit ical moment in history. " Is it()f no value to

know that Wc belon-- lo tin' t^vvM rui it;in e\odus to Auu'rica, which

Fisk<' think.^ ^a-N e the linal assurance thai the Knj^lish iilea of nation

making was ti) prevail ovei- the Roman idea/ so that tlie J'uritan

niit^ratiun "maiks most decisively the da wninj^df a lu'W era, " and tln^

end of the Roman F,mpii-e. l'\u- this (.'.\odiis was directly coniu'cted

with the I'hi^lish ^trll->^le for libeity. In the twenty years bt'twe(Mi

11120 and lOlD, L'(;,OiK) came to New Kn|i,-land ; hut of that number

scarcely 500 before 16'-",). The I'est cam<' b<-tween l(i2<J and liMO,

exactly the period when ('harles the i'^irst was trying;- to I'lde I'hiKland

without a Tarliament. Does it mean m)lhin^' to us that we belong;- to

the Connecticut .Sect-ssion ; tt) the ^'reat Democratic towns of Dor-

chester, Newtown, and Watertown, with tlieir diKnilied protest for the

independence of the town, and with their unitiue "moveuuMits of

orf4'anic commuiutiesV" Does it mean nothing' that we belong- to ('on-

nectieut, wl,)ich (toklwin Snnth rightly calls "the craille of American

Democracy;" to the State u|)on vvhicli Johnston tells us lay "for a

time almost the eiitiic burden of the Revolution;" the State that

received and deserved the warmest pi-aise given by Washington in that

struggle, to any State, t lu Slate whose clear pliin and one hundi'i'd and

lifty years t)f e.\[)erienr, of genuine J)emocriicy made clearly (hjudnant

in the critical constit ut i(Mia! convention of the Union V Does it nuNtn

nothing that on both paternal and maternal sides, we belong to the

(Jomi)any of Thonuis Hooker, the father of American Deimx-racy,

whose hand is clea,rly to be seen in the original (Connecticut Consti-

tution, according to John i-'iske, "the lirst written constitution known

to history tliat created a government;" a Constitution that applied

politically the ecclesiastical princij)le of the Pilgrims before tlu'y

themselves luul done it?
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On till' (U)at of arms of the Lees - (o wliic-h 1 know not if they liave
any valid tith-' apix-ars the brad of a rciniHl-np lionse. Wlu'thtM-
Mu-n- by ri-lit or not, if typilies- not illy tli,. rc'i)ut('d Lee.cliarac.ter-
Jsfics, vi-orous, si>irit,'d, and with .soinr-thin^' more than a trace of
wilfullncs.s, yet commonly held in hand. For if we eare to elaiiii the
device at all, the reining' mnst come from within, not fi-om without.
We must not be wholly unwoi-fhy of i'liito's noble (ij^ure of thes(Md
as ch;irioteer, having its steeMs in hand. Certaiidy we must not bill
l)''lo\v even pleasure loving Arisfipi.us : "1 hold, 1 am not held." J

master my pleasures
;
my pleasures do not master me. ] f we are true

to our inheritance, with breadth of view and self-conti-ol, in .som,' hi-li
sense, we must be able to say with one of the world's greatest tij-hters,
"All thinj4-s are lawful, but 1 will n.U l)e brought under the power

^025036 '

I'ollowing this address, Kcv. Dr. iJacchus of Plainvijlo, Conn.,
oflercd a few runiarks on " Widening of Kmsliip. "

The President then called on Win. Walhice Lee to take the
cliair, wlio tlien introduced the reverend gentleman, as not only
a genuine Lee, l)ut, through his mother, a lineal descendant of
William West wood, the guardian of John Lee, when, as a strip
ling, he immigrated to the American shores. He was the only
descendant of Westwood, known to be present. He then pro-
ceeded to deliver an address on •• Characteristic Traits of the Lee
Lanuly, " which as he stated in preliminary remarks, had cost
him a vast amount of labor, from the hict that he had known few
Lees outside of the paternal home circle, and therefore knew
little of their characteristics, and had taken little interest in
family history. Being strongly urged, however, he reluctantly
attempted the task, anil found that the more he investigated the
subject, the more he became interested, and presumed the
experience of others would be the same, by a similar investigation.

ClIAKAtJTERISTJO TKAITS OP THE LEE FAMILY.

Mr. I'rcsidoif, Kindred, (c/id Friends :—

The re,si)onsibility is laid upon me of introducing you to your
ancestors. I am to indicate some of their eliaraeteristic traits, tliat
you may know tlie sort of people with whom your names and history
have l)een irrevocably linked, and thus be enabled intelligently U>
determine whether you care to continue tlui relationshii) for the fidui'e;
especially that you may the bett.M- uiuh'rstand yourselves, the inheritecl
tendencies of your own iiat ure, and the uun'e fully come into posses-
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sioii oT the h('i-ita^;i^ wiiicli (iicy, l)y (licir spirit ami cxaiuplc, liavt' Icl't

!<)]• tlit'ir siic('P!s,s(jrs.

'I'lic task imposed lias not been an easy one. From limited personal
ai-(|uaintanc,e amon^ the j^'eneratioiis preceding', it lias involved almost
emiless investif^'ation, the ransacking- of old and ninst}' records, delviii^-

into the lua/es ol' genealoj^'ieal research, and particidarly a stnd\ of

the iix'in^-, in whom, accordin;^- to the well known laws of heredity, (he

traits of thos(^ of otlu-r days are wont to reappear, b'or we are not
simply ourselves, we are also the products of the years ^one l»y ; and
Just as the various strata in K''"l"f-;'y haxc their sii^niiicance (o the
student, so hereditary traits, as they ap|)ear in the living', have their

story to tell of those who ha\e ^one hefoic. With all its dilliculties,

however, the stutly has lieen interesting-, ' even fascinatinf*'. It has
hrou.nht to nu' a new sense of how varied tlie forces from the j^-ener-

ations past which are at work in tlie present. I have als<j been led

alnuj.st to stand in awt^ of myself, as [ have realizetl that all these

ancestors are, in a sense, looking;- down ui)on me, are lix'in^- in me, arc^

speakin;^- through me, and that their iidluence is K*'hiK on increasin^l)'

beyond me. And when 1 i-ellect u[)on all that such a theme invol\'es,

its pi-actical si^-nili(tance to those in whose veins thei-e flows the blood
of a common ancestry, and the many thouj;-hts whicli press for utter-

ance at sucli a tinu', I am constrained to s>ni])athi/.e witli a cei-tain

(Jonf^ressman, who, wlien maiuui;- a plea foi- the location of the World's
Fa,ir at (.'hicaj^'o, said :

" When 1 think of the ^-reatness of the city and
file limited time 1 have in which to speak of it, I feellike the boy who
was set down in the midst of a su^ar barrel and exclaimed: ' () for

t ime, and a thousand ton^^'ues to do this thinj;' justice.' "

IMlKJilMlN AUV.

Before coming to tlu! sul)Ject propt-r, a few preliminary o))serva-

tions may ludp to thi-ow li^'ht uiion it.

The movement of eniif;ration to New Kuf^land, which was b(^fj;nn

by the i'ilyrim Fatliei's from j-elif^ious considerations in li)20, was
continneil from similar motives by the Puritans during- the years
succeediuf^. 'I'he f(jrmer settled at Plymoutli, tlie la.tter at Hoston
and vicinity; many, howt'ver, i)ushin^- svestward and establishing-

themselves in the wilderness of Connecticut. 'IMiey were from a f'-reat

and H-rowinj^- jtai-ty in Old Kn^land, of all classes, men of intelligence,

piety and culture, who weri; tired of religious intolei-ance and
oi)i)ression, and came to this soil, n(jt as needy adventurers, but
seeking- i-eligiitus liberty, and tor the sake of institutions which they
wished to per[)etuate, and wliich were ren(U'red doidjiy dear by
sull'ering-s undergone in tlieir belialf. To this enil, they wei-e willing,

if necessary, to go to tUstant regions and to inh(jsi>itable shores.

The l*ilgrims were more radical and jjrijiiounced in their religi(jua

and political oi)inions, but the Puritans wei-e not fai- behind Ihem,
especially after they had breatlied tlie fi'ee a,ir of the new world for a
sea-son, and together tlu'3' laid the foundations of New I'higlaiid,

giving to her and to tlu^ nation their noblest and best institutions,
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,I()H?^ LICK.

Jl was ill tilt' iiiiilst ul .such riiviroiiiiu'uts as tlu-.sc, such (jjihiiDiis,

sucli iiillut'iurcs in f.;iiicial, tiiat our coiuiuoii aiict'slor was rcarcil.

Horn in ihe year of the I'il^'riui cxothis, in ( '(^h-lu'stt'i", Essex county,

I'jii^lanil a place wlii(-h had louf^' heeii lufted as a hot-bed of tin.' new.

ideas and spirit -John Lee, a boy ot I'ouiteeii years, came to America,
under tlu; care ol William Wcstwootl, a man (jf prouiinence and
lue.Jiiber of tlie first "(ieneral Oourt," landing at Boston in lU;it.

'IMii' following year, lie settled in ( yoiuiecticut, making Hartford,

then in its b<'ginnings, ids home until IGll. He then joined a seconil

cumi>any, wiiicdi settled in Farmington, nine miles (h'staut, a first com-
jiany ha\'ing located there the }'ear before. His naim^ ajipears among
th(jse of the first propriettu's of the town, liiirt', in this frontier

•settlement, he grew to manhood; was married at the age of thirty-

eigiit t(; Mary, daughter of JStt'iihen Jlart, leader of the colony
;

reared his family of six childreii; passtnl through ail tlie vicissitudes

of tiiose early and trying years; died at length in KJDO, at tlie age of

seventy, and was l)uiied in the old Farmington cemetery, wluire,

twenty yeais sinc(?, a handsome monummit was erected to liis

meiiu)i-y, replacing the original stone, with its rudely cliiseled

inscription, and Nsliich now linds a [ihu'e beside it.

TlIK K Alt Li' Tl.MKH.

We may imagine somelhing t»f the simjil-e life and industries of

tht)se sturdy pioneers. Their homes were Jiear togi-ther in l'\irming-

tou. (Settlt'inents in the region were few, and c«)mmunica,tion between

tliem was rare. Wild beasts prowled in the forests atljacent, wliile tlie

country about was occupied by various tribes of roving Jnchaiis, their

liuts dotting th(! land, and their canoes fre(|uently appearing ujjon

the rivers. The relations of the Indians to the wliJtes were usually

amicable, although occasionally the}' raided tlu' settlements, murder-

ing the people anil iilundering their homes. 'I'hei'e was thus constant

necessity of being uiion guard against surprises, and lious(^s were

often fortilieil and stores of ammunition were provided. Even as late

as lii!)I, a year after John l^ee's death, it is uiion record that a com-

mittee was chosen t(j dtisignate certain houses for this [mrpose.

On tlie yabbath day, the gri-at central day of the week, the inliabi-

tantri went armeil, to the church wiiicli had early been erected ui)(jn

the same, or jiearly the same, site as the [iresent one, gathering fioin

several miles around, the women carrying their infants, which they

dared not leave behind, and a guard being stationetl at the door

while the services were in progress. A drum served as a bell to .sum-

mon tlu; peoi)le together. This tirum, liy the way, was still juvserved

in 18tU, and is referred t(j in the adiln-ss which was delivered at that

time- by JNuah I'brter, Jr., afterwards Pj-esident of Yale CJoUege- in

celebrating the 2()Uth annivi'isary of ( he si.'ttlement of the town.

INext to the church, in the estimation of the fathei-s, ranked the

school, which was also (irovided at an early day. Kevi'i-ence foi-

religion and education, togetlu^J- with zeal in tiieir ])romotion, has
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i'Vvv liccu a iiiurkt'd cliai'actci'isl ic ot tin- po^icrily of tlicsr hai'ily

l)i()iic(M-,s. 'l\)\vn meetings, totj, were held, aiKitluT Ni'W Mn^laiul

iii.stif ulioii wliicli has i'm rtcti a iiiiaildiii^' inlliu'iicc upon the iiatidii.

Here i)ul)li(' iiiattt'i-.s \wi-f Irt'cly ilisru.s.scd, and iiiipdrtaul (picst ioiis

were (settled by tlic votes ot tlic people
Tims \V(" ^aiu a •^liiapsi' into llir lile anil times of that (•oniniuiuty

ill tlu' wild(M'iiess, anion^' w lujni our anceslctr lived, and in wiiose

activities \u' participated, 'riie.re is ever> i-eason to l)elie\c tliat

he was an intelli^'ent, substantial, u|)i-i<;ht <'iti/.en, interested in

whatever pertained to the public welfare, respected by his nei^li-

bors, and imbued with the lofty sentiments which \v<'re chaiact ist ic ot

tiiose early and sturdy times in which liis \sile heartily siiared, and in

which tlieir ciuldi-en were trained.

Ills i)KSl'KM)AiN'r.S.

In the years siu-i;tH'(hn^\ as coloines uiulti])iled, those bearing the
common name were fouiul in the various settK'Uients of the tState.

Jjater still, they scattei'ed more widely, until now tliey are to be

iouinl in almost every ct)mmonwealth of this ^reat laud and in the

provinces to the north of us. llosv has it bi'en with these descendants,

what sort of people ha\t' they ))een thri)U^h the genei'ations '.' This
is the ([iiestion which (H)n<-erns us at this time. What [lail have they

borne iii the iiidoldin^- life o( the nation, as its laws have been
fj"amed, as iStates have Ix'cn carved out of our wide domain, as the

institutions of education and religion have been planted, as mox'e-

jnciits of thought and of progress in all lines have developed, as wars
ha\e arisen to secure oi' to [)reseisc oiii' iiuiependi'nce, or to maintain

the nation's integrity anil honor? Have the}- l)een woithy descend

ants of those wlu>se names they have Ijorne, or have the anci'sti'al

spirit and the ancestral traits been gradually fading out? What kind

of fruitage has our family tree, wifii its wide spi-eading bi-anches in

this land, been bearing thi'ougii the years a treewhose roots reach

far back into lOnglish history', even, to the Normans under William

the Conqueror, witii \arious ranks and titles apijended from

that tinje down?
These inquiries come close houu' to us all, and what more fitting

timi' in which ti> considei' them, for our instruction, oui' ins|)iration,

for our warning, perhaps, then when we have assembled about the

family hearthstone from all over the continent, to gathei- u|) the

scattered thivads of our histoi-y, to do honor to the memory of those

who have gone before us, and to strew llmvers of teiidei- and grateful

recognition U]>on the grave of him whose name we revere as the

conuuon father of us all.

DCIMJI'ATION'S AND TKAITS.

/''//•.s7, let us inquire into their occiq)ations and the (|ualities they

have manifested in connection witli tiiem.

Among the earlier generations agricultural pui-suits predoudnated.

At lirst a,nd foi- a long time this was the common occupation of tlu;
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|ti(»iic<'i-s. 'riicic was liltif i-lsc, ill lact, lo he dom- lor a. livcliliuod.

'I'lif iiii^raliiry spiril uiiinu^- lliciu was iml iiiailvcd, at least lur several

^"ei I e rations no one ino\ eti for peniianeiit aliode so t lie i-eeords statt^-

iiiore than Iwtdve miles rj-Din the aiK'cstral lionie. As 3'ears adv.meed
and the neeils ol' the ^rovs in;^' |)o|tnlat ion dev'ehipetl, trade and business
ol \arions kinds and niannlael nre.s were taken np, until at the pi'esent

time it is dillieiilt ttj name an indnstry oi' profession in which some of

them are not eiif^a^cd. 'J'here are Imilders and hanl^ers, mercliants
and mei-hanies, maiintact iirers ot all sorts, wholesalers and retailers,

tanners, luml)ermen, weaxei'S, blacksmiths and diHi^'^ists, teac.liers,

idiysicians, snr^eons, eier^>nien, protessors, lawN'ers, legislators, and
so on almost iid i nliitil it ui. In the professions, physicians liavc been
most nnmerous, tlien clert^ymen, professoi's, teachers, with members
of the liar the fewest in innnber of them all. Why this lattei' shunid
be the case when so many of the more ambitions }(»uth seem to

gravitate iu that direction, is not altogether cK'ai-.

In all these callings, many have risen to posit ions of nsefulness and
honor, a few perhaps to pre-eminence. Among the physicians, the

follow ing are st>nie of the conspicuous names. Representative men of

otiie.i' callings will be ref(||•l^d to later.

J)r. I']bene/.er Let' of l'\irniiiigton ( b. i7'J7) was in his day, a physi-

cian of large and successfnl practice, .\rier tln^ close of the Ilevoln-

tionary war, he and his faiiiil>- crossed over into ('anada; nndergoing
many severe hardshijis incident to settling in a new conntry. It i.s

noteworthy how nmny of his desct'iidants have tnloiited tlu; .same

j)nifession and have beiMi lespected far and wide.

Then there was J)r. Samuel bee of AVindham, ( I). 1718,) a liian of

attractive social (pialities, skillful in his profession, and of vei\y

e.\ti'nsive practice. He held a position as surgeon in the Kevolutiouary
army. One or two items of interest in regard to him will beai- re-

producing, lie was t lie originator of the "(iennine Jjce's Wi'udhaui
Hilious l*ills ami Fanuly l'h\sic,"a, remedy whi<-h is still somewhat in

use for bilious alfei-tions.

This was the lirst medicine of the kind patented in this country.
Tlu' patent was secured by his son, |)r. Samuel Lee, Jr., and was
signed " ( j. Washington."' Physically he was possessed of great
strength and agilii). iVmong other feats it is related that he winild

"hop forty feet at three bounds, and throw a stone a good distance
with the precision of the ancient stingers. "

Another was J)r. Thomas Lee, born in New l^ritain in 1808. He
was a man of unusual ))romise, but died at the early age of twenty-
eight, llt^ was remai-Jiably sui-cessful in the treatment i)f mental
disorders. Jn (jfher respects he is spoken of as an ideal man, social,

cultured, ami de\()ntl\ religious.'

Dr. (Jharles Alfred Lee { Ixjjii in tSalisl)ui-y, ('onn., in 18U1, died at

Peekskill, N. Y., 1872 j became widcdy known as a teacher ami writer.

He. held ])rofessorships at dilli'rent times in a niiml)er of leading

meilical institutions, and was the author and editor of several impor-
tant medical works. His son, Dr. ('liaik-s Alfred Lee, J j-, , (, b. 1H2U)

served as a surgeon, mostly in hospital service, owing to ill health, in
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lli('(!ivil Will-. Alti'i-Wcircl he mionciI to ( !iilif.iniia, wlicrr lie diml ut

Oakland in lM.s8, u^'cd •'>''. lie was'iicvfr uuinicil.

Aiiolhci-, whose iiaiiic sln)nKl iiol hr oinillcnl is 1)|-, Mar}' N'ictoriav

I.cc, wlio was a f^raiiiiati' of IMichi^aii Ihiivcrsity. Alter pi'aeticinj^'

loriiwliile, she taiij^lit for a uunibei- of years in various insl itnt ions,

but hitterly in tlie State iN'ornial Seiiool at Oswego, N. Y., wlieic slie

(Hod ii few years since. iShe was hi^'ily resi)e(tteil and belcned, and is

spoken of as huviiiy been mentally very bright.

Anion^- the (Jauadian Lees, Dr. William 1 looker J.ee and l)r. Hiram

Davis Lee mi^'ht lie mentioned, and indeed many olliei-s.

Amon^- the meud>ers of tiie bai' \vei-e Klisha Lee and 'IMiomas Allen

of the last century, William P. ( 'nrtiss ot I'ulton, N. Y., of moi'e recent

yeai's, to say nothing;- of others of the present ilay.

liut in the, main the Lee descendants ha\i' de\-i;ted tluMuselves

to business pursuits, adai)tinK themselves readily to any branch

whicli tliey have taken up. Whether or not as manufacturers tliey

ever idilized wood in tiie production of such commodities as nutuu'f^'s,

hams, jjumpkin seeds, and escu of oats liy sharpening;- the olli.er end

ut' shoe i)ei;s which had accuuuilated upon Iheir hands, a i)hase of

manufacturing' industr> which has been populail> attributeil to ('(.ti\-

necticut 1 iuive beeji uiuible to determine from the recoids.

With sli^'ht exceittions, tliey ha\c been noted for their industi-ious

habits, for their careful attention to iletails, for their frugality, for

their patient ijerseveraiu-.e, and for theii- j.;'eneral ellicieiicy. With such

chariwteristics they have naturally achieveil a fair measure of success.

While few, pei-haps, have attained to siu.-h wi-alth as to be classed

a-niouf^- the millionaires, a f^oodly number have accumulated a liberal

c.omi)etency, most ha\'e been"abo\e boai'd," whih' l)id few could b(;

called " lioor relations. " Only a very liudted luiudoer have been kn(»wn

to seek a liN'iii;.;- by mere speculation or in any other discreditable way.

Such a thing as ilishonesty t)r tri(d<.ery has been exceedinylj- rare. They

have, as an almost uni\-ersal iid<', been straightfoi-ward, honest, and

liunorable in tluMr dealings. Among business nuni the name of Wm.
11. Lee should be mentioned as a, proudneul and suicessfui dry gootls

mei-chant, for forty years in xNew V«»rk cit>-. lie was present at the

lieunion in 1884, ami presented a xaluable iiajx'!' upon "Our Lnglish

Origin." It was through his genei-osity that the line monument lo

John Lee was ei-ected in the Faruungton ci'iiietery. lie died last year

at about 77 years <jf age.

liut perhaps the )n(jst notable ti-ait of all, ami which has been

(characteristic of the great majority of the ijces, has l)i'en their in

ilomitable energy, their push and perseverance, their ability ti> bring

things to pass in spite of obstructing dilliculties. This trail might lie

illustratetl almost indelinilely. Time will adnut of (july one instance.

It is related of a well-known druggist of our nauu', whose home was

on the western bank of the "Father of Waters," and who was widely

respected ami luved for his genuine woi-th of iduiractei-, that, being

always in a hurry, us the Jices generally seem to be, whene\t'i- lu'

started down street to go to his store, all that could be seen of him
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wa-.s liiis coat-tail.s llyiiij;- afouiiil tlie coiuci- in a cloiul ol du.st ! I n this

r(,'S[)ei;l \\v iiiij^ht l)e .said tu be a t y[)ical liCt'.

11. UIVIL KKLATIONS, KDIK lATK )N, TATKIOTISM.

Notii'c ue.xt till' LtH' a net's try in rcsju'ct to cit izcnsliip and if s \arious

i-t'lations. in g't'Mt'ral tiu')' have l)frn intelligent, la\s'-al)idin;4-, and
ready always to l*ear tlieii- pDrtiuii of tlie burdens of society, in w iiich

they have iisiuiUy in-cupifHl what iiiiKht be termed tlie upper middle
stations, with excei)tlons ))t)tli up and down, 'riion^h charaeteristieally

iiuobt riisivt! they havt^ nt!Vertiieless l)een a positive force in the eoiii-

munities wherein they havt^ residetl, inakinj^' their inliuence felt in

Ijehalf of righteousness and the j^eiieral welfare.

It is noticeable how fretpiently they liave been selected for })ositions

of trust in civil life. The ollice of ma^istrati', for instanci', was one of

{4-reat local significance in former New Kn^'iand times, and not

unfrenuently stmie Lee would ))e summoned to it and be continued in

it for many years in succession. Often they have I)eeii called to legis-

lative i-esponsibilities, (lolonial or State. An aj^t^rej^ate of iift,y-i'i^ht

years of such service by native Jjces in ( 'onnecti(*ut is certainly a
liretty fair record. IJol, Isaac l^-e, Jr., of Mew I5ritain was a member
of the Let^'islatui-*! for twenty-four Ncai-s, (Captain ^Samuel Lee of

Salisbury for eleven yeai-s, ( 'aplain Jaretl l.ee of Soiithinf^ton, for

several terms, and many others for loiju;-er or sliortei' periods, lion.

Will. NVallace Lee of Rlei-iden, one of tlu' most active lu'omotei-s

of the lle-uniou of l!s8l, and of (he present ^atherin^', as well as

of all ell'orts to secure accurate ^enealo^'ical records of the family,

has several times been chosen to the same position. Occasionally

one has been elected to (Jon^ress, ami one, Judf^e William Strong'

of I'liiladelphia, of the Tabitha ijranch, ( John J^ee's youngest
dau^'hter ) was appointeil Associate Justice of the U. S. Supreme
(.'ourt. There have been several i)rominent characters of that name.
Then there were Judj^^e William (i. Sterling:,' of Northampton who was
jud^e in New \'ork city, and others. All these inen have Idled various

positions with lidelity and honor.

As a rule, however, they have never manifested any marked am-
bition for political tlistinetion. The pursuits of private and domestic
life have predoiiiinateil with them. Whenever there has been public

prerermeiit, the ollice has rather sought tlniit, than they the (jlliee,

which is as it should be. So that if they have failed of yaininji; specially

wide repute in the civil realm, it has not beeii from lack of litness for

exalted station, but because, rather, of indillerence to ollice for its

oNvn sake, and t)f the absence of a spirit of a|;i^ressi\ e self assert ion,

whiwh now, at least, seems to be re(pusite in order to conspicui.'us

political success. Yet they have ever been ^tjod citizens, suppoitt^rs

of f^ot)d gt)vernment, {generally public sinriteil, while inte^^rity,

reliabilty, and conscientious lidelity to trusts committed to them,
have been characteristic traits. Kxc(?ptional cases there doubtless

always have been anion ^ the thousaiuls w ho have lived in this country
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since l(i.'54, but a conliriiKul criuiiiuil or viiki'huI luis beon ii rarity in

the family, and I have never heard of any nieiiiber of onv clan who

wa-s Inm^-, alth()Uti,-h some may have deserved lian^inj,' !

Amon^,' the more notable citizens of the years i)ast, one or two

should receive special mention.

Jared l.ee, -grandson of John l.ee, was l)orn hi Farmin^^on in 1712.

Settlintfin Southington when a younj,' man, he was formally years

a distinguished character, lie held the ollice of Justice of tiie Peace,

or Magistrate, for over a (luarter of a century, and was a terrijr tt> evil

doers. Although often arbitrary, his decisions were seldom reversed,

lie seems to have been particularly jealous of all violatiims of the

rigid Sunday laws which then j)revaik'd, and frecpiently parties were

lined for whispering and laughing in the public services, or for

neglecting to attend them. What preacher to day would not rejoice

in similar laws and penalties enf(U-(ed with similar lidelity V

So many were the oilictes of honor and trust wliich lie was (jailed

uiioii to fill that the people named him " all Southington. " b\)r thirty

years he was deacon in tlu^ Congrt^gational chui-i-h It is said of him

that he was stern ami unyielding in his orthodoxy, that he usually

carried his point, ami that he was never known to acknowleilge an

error. He is also said to have been a very silent and a very homely

man. He ilied in 17«0, in liis(i'.»th year.

(UA l.saac Lee, Jr., of iNew Britain (171G— 1802) was another

eeUibrity of his time. In many rt^spects he was the counterjiart of

Jared liee, with whom he was i-ontempoi-ary. Like him, he was tall

and commanding, strong and muscular, proverbially dignilied, and

honored in church and town. For thirty years he was the principal

Miigistratc, an'd the ollice was administered with wisdom ami imjiar-

tiality. For 1 wenty-four years out of the thirty from 17(J1 to 17t)l, he

was member of the (Uilonial and (ieiu'ral Assembly of the State, always

active and inllucntial. DuiMiig the Kcvolutionary period lit; held

relations of fricndshii) and intima,c> with the leading i)atriots. lie was

a, constant attendant ni)on the sanctuary, and was for many years

a faithful deacon, lie died in 1802 in the eighty-seventh year ofhis

;ige. His finieral was altendeil by a large concourse of people.

KDUCATlONAlj Sl'HKllH.

As to education, the L<'es have always been loyal to the early senti-

ments which wouUl place the school as an institution next- in im-

portance to the church. 'IMiey have generally been fairly educated

theiusi'lves, and liavi- always favon-d a generous provision t\>v the

education of others. An illustration of this spii'it, which I am sun- is

not an isolati-d instance, may I)." in point here. In a count ry school

distri(;t in the West some years ago, then' resided a Le(! with a family

of live cJiildren. Desirous of giving them as good advantages as [los-

sible, and interested in the cause of education in general, he became

active in behalf of the school, and was soon the recogni/.ed leader in

this resiiect. Through his inllueiice the very best available teachers

were secured for a nuiid)er of >cai-s in succession, while the school
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itself Wiis j^'i'iulually ('([iiippcd with iu'lpl'iil iippliances, inrliuliii;^' a

lar^'c and can't'iilly scifctcd lil)rary, tar l)cy()ud the a\craj;i' of coiiutry

.s«'lK)i)is. iSooii it ^aiui'd a rcpiitaiioii .second td none in tlie county
oi- tile counties around, wliile tlie i^ood eftects of tlie start wliicli the

ciiildren and youth of llie nei;4ld)<)rliood tlien recei\'cd liasc lieeii

apparent e\'ei" since. Not a tew were led to seejv a, coiief^c traininj^'

after ward, and tin- pi'oportion of t hos<' wlu) iia,\'e uuuh' a uiarl\ in t iieir

se\'eral s[)lieres is lar^ci- tlian troui an\ similar sciiooi I iia\c ever

known. The ('.recUt ot a!) is mainly due to one who is well known
amon^;' the liees for his act! ve interest, witii others, in pushin;^- torwarti

tiiis lie union and the foi-th-couiiii^' j;enealo>;ical woi'k, and the nu're

fa(^t of a sonujwhat near relationship all'ords no suMicient i-eason, 1 aui

sure, in this presence, U)r i'<'fi'aiinn;4' from ^iNin;^' hoiioi' to w liom honoi'

Is due. I refer to my immediate proj^cnitor I\Ii'. heonard Lee of

Kenosha, Wis. ( 1 iuij;'ht say in this ci)nnection that 1 was privately

instructed hy him to omit this section, hut 1 hecanu' of a^i' some year.s

sinc(i!

)

Nor has tlu^ hi^-lu'r education l)een nej^lected. Tiiere have heen
numerous j^'raduates in the fanuly from our best colleges and univei'-

sities. It is dilTicult to secure reliahle statistics, l)ut there is reason tu

believe that the i)ercenta>ie (jf lil)eridly (nlucati'd men and <jf those

tillin;;' hij^h educ-ational positions will compare favorably with most
faiuilies of corresfHUidin;.;' launbers. These {graduates ha\'e ^one iai-^ely

into tilt! \'arious professions. Not a few have held chairs in the lead-

ing in.stitutions, espt^cialiy medical, and occasionally one has been

called to the })ositi(jn of college pi'esideut. Ilev. Wni. Allen Iah\ a

graduate of Harvard of 1802, became Presitlent of Darthuunith ('ol-

h^l^-e in 181(! and of l^owdoin in l8l'.). While it uiif^'ht not be striittly

accurate to say that the Lees luive f^cuerally been st> ^iven to literai-y

pursuits as to warrant us in claiuun^- this as characteristic ul' them, it

is nevertheless true that some have been eminent as scholars, and a

considerable nuudx'r of very cretlital)le medical, theoloj^ical and other

works have from time to time been prixhu-ed by them. ( )ccasiona.lly

oiu' has ^'iven special attention to music and to musical comixisition,

while the poetic instinct has not been entirely lacking-. Upon tht^

whole, tlie echicational record of. the family and their part in the pro-

motion oi this most important interest, have been t4'reatly to their

credit.

I>A'ri!10TlS!\[.

Uiuh'r this ^'eneral head of citizenship it remains for me to say

something' with regard to their patriotic spirit. There is no reason

to be ashamed of tlu'ir record in this resi)ect. IMiey ha\ e e\er been

ready to res[)oiul to the call of their country, in its houj' ol need.

Then^ has not been a war since John Lee came to manhood in which
th(! L(M\s have not been re[)resented, and many a battlelield has been

reddened by their blood. There were dilVerences anuuij; some of them
in the Hevolut ionary jx-riod, a few remaining' loyal to the mother
country, and a. few were also found in the ranks of t he ( 'onfederal es
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ill the <'ivil War; but these were coiiseieiitiuiis in their attitiitle, as

they viewed tile st rd^^ie, and we liouoi' tlieni tor tlieir lionesty of

piiri)()se, wlule as soldiers all were lull of l)i-avery antl darinj;'. lnd(M'd,

fr(jm their cliuracteristic enerj^'y and pusli in otlier relations, the

courage and enthusiasm uf the Lees in action can well be iniuj;ined.

In mnnection with the roc(;nt wai', it is related of a raw recruit, who
if he did not bear the name of lice, niit^ht have done so, tluit intakin;^-

part in the attempt to storm on(^ of the V'icksbury batteries, the ("on-

federate lire was so destructive that the Union forces I'ecoiled ; but he

did not see the l>ackward movemcMit ami kept ^;'oinf;' ahead until he

<;am(; up to (jue of tlu- ^ims, caught a ^innier by
,
the collar, and

brouj^ht him within our lines sayiuf;, " Hoys, why ilidn't you couu- onv

Every fellow uuKht have yot one. "

In military as in civil life, theii- fitness for responsible pcjsition has

been repeatedly re(;o^iii/,ed, and we frecpiently lind tlie name in the

lists of ollicers from ('a|)tain upward to (Jolonel and (ieneral.

(ien. Kirl)y Smith on the (Confederate side was a descendant of

the (Connecticut Lees, his ^-randmother liaviuK ))een C'hloe Lee, born

in New Britain. If we were consideriuf^ the family in the bi-oadest

sense instead of the Jolin Jjce liranch alone, 1 s.ui)i)ose we nu^lit speak

with no little ('onlidenc(^ of the soldieis in the various wars from the

\'irf.;inia line of l^ees, of wIkuu (ren. liobert E. Lee was tlu' most

distinguished.

(loing back to the |)re-ilevolutionary periotl, Htepheu Hart, fatlun-

of our umternal ancestor, took part in the I'eijuot war of l(!.i7, und(M-

('ai)taiu John INIason. Daniel Lee of l-'armin^ton was a connuissioned

ollicer in the French waf, lea\in^' i'\irmin^tt)n, \yith his cojupany,

July 12, 175'J. He was wounded in battle at St. John's l)y a toma-

hawk thrown at him, taken ])risoner by the Lidians, and tortured tt)

death in the most cruel manner. A fellow prisoner, who was in-

tended for the next victim, l)nt wlio hapi)ily uuide his escape, was an

eye witness of the fearfuh scene, and bi-ou^ht tidinj^-s of his death to

his fa-mily at (foshi'n, ("onn. The name of ("ajjtain Samuel Lee

api)eai-s freijuently in the history of tlie town of Salisbury. He was

prominent in church and civil I'elations, and comniauded a company
of Lij^ht Horse in tlie Uevolutionary war.

Then there was Noah Lee, who served all tlirough the Revolu-

tionary struf4{.^-le, as a c()mmissioned oflicer, raising;- and eiiiiii)pin^- a

eomi)aiiy of Green IMountain boys at his own expense, actiiif^' for a, time

in concert with Colonel I^Uhan Allen, a man of remarkable elliciency

as a soldier and a leadi'r.,

Hut as many of the records of military service are missing, it has

been imjiossible to collect a full list of those who have served in the

army from time to time. In some cases, family traditions are coidii-med

by tlie possession of heir-hjoms, whicli have been [)reserved, such as

f^uns, pistols, or sabres; but, beyond these, tliere are no absolute

l)roofs. The following;' lloll of i^ionoi', howevei-, whi(di is likely to be

increased, as further facts are discovereil, will show beyond (piestion

tliat there is al)undant t^round ft)r claiming;- a marked pat rioti(; spirit

as a, chai'acteristic himily trait ;
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tlicy liiive been chariu'lcri/.cd l)y adci']) coiisciciit iiHisucss, by icviM'-

i'ur.o. ft)i' (i()(l, by loN'c of justice, and )>y a strung' st'iis(! of duty. Oiii-

I'jitlM'ivs .were luc'ii of pi-ofouiid coiiNJct ions, tiicir i'('lifj,ion was a tluiij^'

of priiicipUi, and tliey vvcic intensely loyal to the truth as they saw if.

No doubt some of tluur views, judged by the more h'bei-al sentiments

and stiindui'ds wluch now prevail, were unduly narrow and severe, bid

no ^reat reform movement of lasting' value has ever been free fiom

more or less of exti'emes, and when we recall their moral earnestness,

the ^reat pi'incilili's to which thi'>' were de\'oted, and the tremendous
i-esulfs whi(di, in spite of all their sliortcondnj^s, they wi're instrumen-

tal in achieving- for ail time, we can certainly allord to be M'vy clia,i-it-

able iure^'ard to thing's which wei-e merely the incidents or excres-

(•.enc(ns,t)f chai'acter.

(ioin^ ba(;k to our ancestor, .John Lee, he was associated with ;^()od

men, and all the intluenc.es about him were of a nature to ^ixc a

serious and I'arnest ti'eiid to his thoughts. It is upon record that he

embraced tin? (Miristian rclij^ion, connected himself with the I'hurch ol

which his fatliei'-in-iaw was one of the original and leadinj;' meud)eis

and a deacon, presenfi'd his cidldren in ba|)tism, and livt'il a, consistent

(Jhi'istian life. His childi'eii were trained in tin- same way, and the

re(;ords further show thai for several j^cnerat ions, at least, in all

bi'aiK^hes of the {lesc»;ndants,coiincct ion with tiie church was common,
that the ol»servance of relif^'ious i-ites and duties prevailed amouf^'

them, and that they were respecteil and honored toi- their Christian

and manly vii-tues.

Their relij^ious life has rather been deep and (puet than euuitional

and demonsti'ative, while tht'ii' religious activities, if not always of

the more couspiciious sort, have been none the less leal. The same
practical bent of iiund and matter-(jf-fa(;tiiess which have been noted

of them in othei- relations, havi' (-haracteri/.ed them Ju're. In souu'

bra,nches or subtlivisions of the family more or less of I'elij^'ions jiiiathy

has prevailed, and in none, perliai)S, has there been any excess ("if i)iety

or /.eal ; but while the Spiritual side of their natuie mi-;ht ha\'e been

toned up somewluit to advantage, which is by no means an exclusive

pecidiarity of this faiidly,-- generally speaking the Lees have shown
a i)rofound I'espect for things religious, and have been a churcli-going

and a clmrch-sui)i)(jrting peo])le. AVhile they have been strong in their

prejudices, conservative in tiieir tendencies, and firm in the main-

teiumce of their oi)inions, tliey liave at tli«» same time been candid,

open luindeil tt) tlu' truth, progressive in spirit, with faces ever turned

toward the rising sun, and they have generaJly been found on the I'ight

side in the great moral issues which have troui time to tiiin' arisen.

DKACONH.

It is noteworthy how many have [h^cm chosen deacons and how long

tliey have been continued in ollice. Wliether any of those (pialities

wdiich, in deacons, sometimes render a minister's life miserable havi^
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hi'cii clijiructci-istic of tliciii I am iiiiahlf ti) sa>'. Probably not, if tlif

iiiiiiistfi-s liaN't' always been in tiic rij^lit as (lie (icacoii icf^jirdcd il !

Spur^con says, tliat iC any one resists (lie devil, lie will llee Iroin

him, while if a luiiiisler resist s a deacon he will lly at him. This is

uiKinest ionably tine in riie case of some tieacons, and under such cir-

cumstances it is no doubt the [)art of wisdom t\>v the minister to

subside at once. ,J ust as it was witli a certain tiMVeler who met a pa(dv-

mule ill a nari-ow pass in the Rockies, lie intpured of the attendant
frontiersman if tlu^ animal was vicious. "() no, '' was the reply, " he
ain't vicious, but lit^'s a little versatile with his oil hind lej^-.

'' iVnd th(^

traveler cliud»ed up the side of the canon. I do not know whethei'

any of the Ia^c ileacons haxc been of this versa! ile sort or not, all houj^h

1 can inui^'ine that if one had a strong' conviction upon any [loiid it

mi^'lit be e.xceeding-ly dillicidt to dislod^'e it. Still, upon the whole, i

am inclined to think that they have uuule pretty f^ood, serious minded,
consistent and conscientious deacons.

Amon^' these numerous deacons of the past thei'e have l)een some
notable instances of (Ihristian zeal. One of these was Dt-accjii (.'harles

l;ee of Norwich, (!oiui. ( b. IT'JO, d. lMr> ) to whose researidies, toK«'ther

with the iiulefati^-able labors of his dau,i;hter afti'r him, JMiss Sarah
JMarsh Lee who died in Feb. ISDL^, wi' aie. so largely indebted for the

first publication of our {^-enealogical records, lie was tlie foujidej- of

tli(^ ph'asant villati,-e of Willimant ic, Conn., and the pioneer mauu-
facturei' in it. He h'd in all public inipro\ements and was warudy
interested in all that pei-tained to the i^cneral j^ood of society. As a

business man, hi' was upright, methodical, clear headeil, and of excel-

lent Judgment. iVfter the work ol I he da> in superintending his large

business, he was ready foi- cNcry religious meeting, in which lie always
took [lart. lie was very active in organizing a (^(jngregational (diurcdi

in Willimantic, throwing all his en.ergies into it. Soon a congregation
was gathei-ed, ii building was erectted ujjou land whicli he donated and
for which he gave a geueious subsci'iption. Two years of laboi' and
self-sacrilice residted in the establishment of a church of lifly uu'iu-

bei-s, a lloui-ishing Sunday school, and a larg(i congi-egation, with

himself foi' the lirst deacon. i\fterwai-il he ga,V(^ up his busin<'ss there

and moved to Norwich, where he died. As a Christian, liir was revei-ed

and honored in all the churches with which he was at dilfenrnt times
connectetl.

Of clergymen there have been a goodly nuud)er in the family.

Somt' have risi'U to distinct ion as preachers <u" evangelists, some have
been authors, all have been faithful. Their preaching has been prac"

tical, and they Iulnc been tactful in tlieir dealings with men, whether
in ^)ublic addri'ss or tn personal iclations, mor<'so at least in the for-

mer, 1 susp(H5t, than in the (^ase of the young divine at the West in

addressing a congi-egation of cowboys, taking the parable of the

prodigal son for his theme. Aftei- |)resenting a graphiit pictui'e of the

wandeiing away, the return, the warm re<-eption by the father, and
the killing of the fatted calf, he turned to one of the cowboys in fi'ont
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of him iiiul saiil : "What wuiikl yoii have dcme had you brcii in thr

t'atlier's phiceV" " Wa'al," .said h(',(l('hbenitely, " 1 tliiiik 1 .sliuiiki

have shot the. boy and raised the ealt." After sucli a rejoinder it was
useless to proceed. J am .safe in saying that no one of tlie name of

Ijee woukl have been guilty of risking such an ai)i)eal before such an
audience.

One of the notal)le divines of our luune was Kev. Jonatiian Lee,

born in 1718 and graduating from Yale in 17-tl'. in .January, 1741, he

acceiJted a call to a small church nuide up of eigliteen families in the

little JSfew England town of Salisbury, Conn., at a .salary of flu per

annum, or about ^200, which was never increaseil above f225. Here
he remained for forty-four years, viz.: until his death. He was a uuin

of sagacity, of intellectual powiu', anil was famous for his knowledge
of J.atin. He was of commantling jJi-esence and j)leasing address, and
the church pros^jered under his care. In 17ti)anew meeting houst^

was erectetl, ami as showing th(i dilferent sentiment whit^h.then pre-

vailed uj)on the temperance questitin, the town had previously votetl

to procure sixteen gallons of rmn, also eight bushels of wheat to be

maile into cakes, for the raising. Jn 17G(i he [jreached the election

sernu)n before the (.joveriujr and Ueiu'ral ('ourt of the colony. Ht;

was married just before accepting his call, and in tlie AijKi'iAdn

Mo)ithli/ Mayaziiiv for July, 18!>5, is to be found a copy of an address
which he prepared and gave at his wedding. \i is stately, very reli-

gious, and incluiles rellections upon the occasion, very gushing aiul

complimentary worils to his wite-elect, rehearsing her virtues, an
address to her parents, also to her brothers and sisters, and closes with

appropriate exhortations.

The log house parsonage at Salisbury not being linished, for seve-

ral months they pioneered it, si)ending their honeymoon luipi»ily in

the back end of a,blacksmith shop. Unabli^ to keej) a horse, he fre-

(pUMitly trudged down to the mill at Lime Ilock with his bag of grain

on his back and ilrew his wood home on a hand sled. In bringing uj)

his family of six sons and four daughters, he gave every other- son an
education and every other (jui; a farm. To have accomplisiied all that

upon his meager salary, he must hav(,' been a nuin of iinustuil skill at

linanciering. His descendants maj' be said to be noted for the numbi-r

auu)ng them who became clergynuMi, a considerable nund)er i>f whom
were Episcopalians. He died in 1788 and was buried in the Salisbury

cemetery. His monument is a broad nuirl)le slab upon which is an
appropriate inscription, together with a re[)resentatioii of himself in

wig and goVvn in an ohl-fashioned pulpit, preaching to his people-

His life is, preaching still.

Mention should be made of Ji(^v. ("hauncey Lee, his son, who
graduated frt)m Yale in 1774, studied law for a time, then gave it u[),

and, entering upon a religitnis life, studied theohjgy. He settled at

('olebrook, was a ready wi'iter, a sound reasoner, an earnest si)eaker,

a thorough scholar, dignitied in his bearing, and eudnent for Ids

social (]ualities. He was the authoi' of a volume of " Uevival Ser-

mons" and other works, incduding school books, and also a composer
of music.
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Aimm^' in;iiiy uthei-.s win) iiii;;lit he inriit ioiuci, did time piTiuit,

WiLs iJcv. tSiiiuiK'l \A'i\ liDiii ill Kciisiii^roii in 1803, alioiit wlioiii ;l

word .should be ,s;iid, lie graduated at Vale in l«"-!7, tlicu .stiidird

tiii'olo^y. lie* was uott'tl lor liiw power ol easy and eoiH[)a(t cxteiupo-

raueoii.s preaitliiii^-. As a consiMiiience liis services were extensively

soiij^-lit after in rt^vival work. Peihaps no pastor in New England did

so niiicli work of the soi-t, and this was in additi(jn to the i-are of his

own lar^c church and |)aiisli at Mew Ipswich, N . 11. Tliese labors were

often attended with niarlved success. It is said that foi'ty persons

WMM'e once lujpefuliy convertetl under a sinj^le sermon. Worn out

with his incessant labors, he linaliy retired from the active nn'nistry,

and Ka-^'*' himself much to writing', l-'or a time, he was a frinpu'iit

contributor to the jx'riodicai pi-ess and to reli-^ious (piarterlii's.

Latt'r, he i)ul)lished two s'olumes, one upon " Kschatoloj^-y," which

was aftei'ward used as a te.\t book in Vale ( 'ollej^e, the other upon.

''The liible Uej^'uined.'' lie died in ISSl. 11 is dauf^hter, Sarah Fiske

Lee, wdio was an eflicient aid to liei- father in his hti'rary woi-k as an

a.idhor, has alst) i-endered invaluable service in cianiection with the

preparation of the f^'enea logical work aliout to be issiu'd, c(;m|)inn^-

the John and Stephen branches. She has been enthusiastic and

perseveriuy- ill her elloi'ts.

I\11,SS1()IN Aurics.

A few have devoted themsehes to ndssionary work and tlu'}' shoidd

receive reco^nitii)n here, as still further I'Xemplifyinj; some of the

charai^teristic traits of the family. Julia Lee mairieil iicv. llubei'L 1*.

Ilerri(dv and went out to the (jaboon Mission in AVest Afi-ica under the

American Hoard, which, by the way, was oi-}^anized at [<\ii-minf;ton in

ISIO. Kev. (irahani Ia'c. of Ivock Island, 111., is now a, missionary in

(lorea. He was a t^radnate of the iMct 'ormick Theological Seminary,

( l*res. ) Chic^ago. i.aura, Lli/.abi'th Lee, wife of Ivev. John 1>\ Smith,

I). I)., went to Marsovan, 'I'ui'key, when' shedied du J'inj.;' 1 he seventies,

lie dicnl a few months since. At last accounts the family was still

there. Kev. Lucius O. Lee of KiMiosha, Wis ,
oldi'st son of Leonard

Lee, after a successful jiastorate of a, few years at Owosso, ftlich., a.c-

cepteil an appointment uniler the American I5oard to the Theological

Sendnary at ]\[arash, Tui-key, of which he is now President, and where

he and hisfaiinly and fellow laliorers nobly stood at their posts throUKh

the terrible ordeal of tlu; recent niassacie of Armenian (nirfstians

there', Ijy which nearly a thousanil, perished, their own lives beinj^'

meanwhile in imminent ])eril:

llKI/KilollS DICNO.MIN A'I'IONS.

As to the denominational preferences of tlu; liimily, the ni;.|i'iii\

have been (JonKi''-'K'iti<^'"'''''i^t'S, Lpisco[)alians cominj^- ne.\l. John L<

c

was a (Jonf^-reyationalist, which was the |n-evailinj^ denomination in

early New England, as it has been ever since. His descendants for a

nundter of generations were mainly of the same oi'der. Later, as his

posterity increased, went out from tlie old home, spread over the land,
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ciiiiif ill (soiitiii't with ollii'i" ix'li^ious hodics, or inuiTi<'(l into tliciii,

tlicy Ijecjiiat' coiuicctcd witli various (Iciioiniuatioiis, .so that now tiicy

art' to be found in all tlu- leading- (Jliri.sljan oi-f^'ani/.atiiais ot tlic

cimntry. Hardly a sect, in tact, <an Ix' nauicd in which sonic ri'itrc-

scntative may not be fount I.

.Sli.M.MAKV.

Having' now called atleiit ion lo soiiu; of the leading;' traits of the

family, us tliey have been manifested in their (jccuiiations and various

rehitiony and stations in life, and as they have aiipi'ared in the

sketches g'iven of representative characters, let us attemjit brielly to

summarize them. Some, (;f course, have manifested mort' (jf thest.'

traits, some less, Jind they have appeared in j^i-eater tir less decree in

dilfereut ones. IStill they have been sullicicntly general, J tliinlv, to

warrant us in sjjeaking of tliem as family characteristics.

As a whole, they have been an eminently respectable people.

Hardy, wiry and tMuluring-, many have lived to an advanced aj^e,

some atlainiu}.;' even to ninety years and upwards. ^Vhile not a few

have entered professional life, their chief occu|)ation has been

busin<!ss, in wliich they ha\'e been industrious, [lainstakin^^', and

^•enerally successful. 10spe<*ially hav(! they been noted for their

niaiuig'erial talent, and for their energy, push and perseveiaiice. In

their dealing's, they have been stiaightforward and honest.

As citizens, they have been peaceable, law abiding, losers and

promoters of good order, and interested in the general welfare.

I>la,ck shee[> have, been rare among them, 'i'hey lia\c- been iiiti'b

ligent, self-respecting, fairly educated, and not a few have sought the

advantages of (rollege training in the best iiistituticjiis. Though not

given to ollicu-seeking, they luive been fre(|uently sought out for

positions of trust. In these positions, they have discharged their

res|)onsibilities with conscientious fidelity, and have shown them-

selves to be jiossessed of large ellicieiicy and evecutive ability. They
have lieen pre-eminently patriotic, responding [iroiuptly when their

country has called, ami making a record for high soldiei'ly (pialities

on many a bjittlelielil in tlu; wars of o\iv history. Politically, they

have mainly been identilied with the Reimblican party.

Religiously they have been noted for tlie depth and strength of

their convictions, and for tlieir jjersistency in them. ^Vith some

exceptions they have generally been church go(U-s anil a good jiropor-

tion have been cluirch memliers. Althougli as a class they have not

been over-zealous, tliey have ever been lovt^rs of Justice anil fair play,

and many of tliem individually ha\c been exce[)tionally aclivi' and

earnest. Intidels have bei'ii tew, and out and-out ojiposers ol religion

have been fare. Ulion great luoial questions Ihey have usually given

forth no uncertain soiuid.

In domestic hfe tliey have been warm in tlieir alfections though not

unduly demonstrative, strong in their attachments to kindred and

friends, and devoted to their homes. They have also been social,

genial, and hospitable in their i-elations with others, anil while far
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fi'oiii steni iiiul piii-itanic in their ideas, they liave l)eeii less f^'iveu to

I'rivolitii'S than many. No th)iibt they have inchilf^'ed more or less in

the hieych' erazti with the rest t)t the worhl, hut it wouiil liarcUy seem
in l\.ee[)iny witli tile Ti'aditions and spirit ut liie fanuiy to liud the

"new wOman"ofthe more ads'anced tjpe, wlio would, amon^;' otliei'

thinf^^'S, a.l)olish the usual ilistinetioiis oC sex in eostinue, lai'^^cly rei)re-

sented in the feminine ptJi'tion ot it.

In family life their (luiver has been full to iin ujiusual dej^ree.

There wer(i six childri'nin th(! fa-nulyof John Lee, while tlie ay^re^a.t(i

of c.hihh'en in th(^ familit's of these six was forty-nine, 'ilhe ji,en(ialoj;'i-

(;al i-ecords show that the Sei"ii)tural injuiu-ti(ui to " he fruitful and
multiply and replenish the earth'' has not heen disi'cf^arded hy suc-

(•efnlinj;- ^tnierations.

Jn ^enerul it nuiy l)e said that as a faun'ly they have dwelt upon a

Injijh table land in eharactter, in natural abihty, and in commendabh!
(lualities in numy lines. If there ha\'e been few towerinj^' mountain
[)eaks, there have also been (•orres|)ondin;j,'iy few dejjressions and
valleys.

What shall we say in view of all this, What lessons may we draw,

what- iusi)irations may we j^atlu'i?

For one thinj^-, it can hardly fail to lead us to a better understand-

inf4' of ourselves and the deej) cui'rents of our own bein^-. Streams of

tendency have been Mowing' down through the ^vnerations, and thest^

at length, in greater or less dej^ree and with more or less of modili-

eation, have a-pix'ared in our uatui'e. Sm-h a, review is i-alculated to

throw light upon them, to show where they have, come from, anil to

help to explain them. Hut su(*h a study is iiup(;rtant also becaus(i of

its relation to the most intelligent training of our children. The in-

IhieiHH* of ancestry ni)on the living is freely acknowleged by nearly all

great educators and I'eligicjus teachei's. The virtues and vices of those

who have lived in other days all'ect those who come after them. So

that the education of children imi-v really be said to l)i'gin with their

I'oi'e fathers.

Again, we will, I am sure, henceforth be conscious of a new thrill

of inten^st in whatever jjertains to the hist(jry of the family a kind of

(hilf Stream to us in the gri-at ocean of hiuiianity about us; in the

forthcoming work of our g<'nealogy, a subject which ought to have,

and doubtless will, a deeper signilicancc than ever before; in future

i-e-uuions, which should come oftener and l)e looked forward to with

sonuUhing of the enthusiasm of the ancient Israelites as they uuide

their periodical i)ilgrimages to the llol> ^Mty; and in cult ivating the

l)ersonal acciuaintanci- of uiiv. and all xslio sustain to us tlu;s(^ I'elations

of kiushi]), near or remote. I"\)r myself 1 can truthfully say that as I

have pursued these investigations, my respect for the family has

steadily' inci-eased. J have couu' to feel a real pride in its record, and

also to feel that the stock is a good one froui which to be d(!scended.

liut, es[)ecially, shoidd such a review as this be of value in the rich
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hcrituK'- it discloses- richer far tluiu any iiuiiKinary Kii^lisli fortuiu'

which is i)oi)iihirly siii)i)()sctl t.- he awaitiii;^ nM)-.t American huiiiiies

iiixui The pn^seiilation of a(h'(|iuite [)Vni>( to whicl: we are heirs, if

we wiH hal, avail uurs(l\es of it ; in the niculai and nioi-al traits

whicli our ancestors l.o^sesse^i, tiie tendencies to wiiich operate

(iee|)l>' wiliiin t)ur own natures; in the pure and lofts' principh-s

wiiicii they espousi'd ai the he-iiniinj^-, and to which their descen(hints

liav.' with greater or h'ss /.eal Ix-en devoted; in the wholesome

example wiiich luis l)een set h.r our emulation, in the results >vliicli

tliey luive acliieved, tlu^ institutions wlucli fluy have heli)ed to

est!il)lish, and into the hen.dits of whicli we have entered; ahove all

in the IiiK-li ((ualities of cliaracter which tliey have disiihiyed, in their

indomitable energy, in their earnest spirit, in their consecration to

exalted ends, so that all alon^- the [.ayes of our liistory there are

^•lowin^' examples of exalted character and of livc-s well spent.

What shall we do with this heritage •;' Shall it l)e as nothing to us,

or shall we not, ratiier, lay hold of it and ntili/e it h)r lii-hest ends,

^•(jiiiy forward in life with a new and auKnieiited self-respt'ct in

c.onseciiienec! of it, (luic-kened in all our noblest iuii»ulses and aims, and

then, recot,niiziii^- our responsibility, hand it down unimiiaired to

those who come after iisV For my own part, iu reyard to tliis latter,

it is my deei) desire that my little boy, with the blood of the I'uritans

from his hdher's siile, and of the IMl-rims from his mother's, llowin^'

ill his veins, may, as he ^I'ows up, know these hicts of liis ancestry on

both sides, }4'o forward umler their inspirat ion, ami be animated by

similar lofty aims in everything i)ertainin-- to a noble manhocul and

a useful life.

it is said that the [)iouti Swiss herdsman of the Alp.s, when the sun

is -one out of sijA'ht, takes his Ali)ine horn and shouts throuKh it

aloud, "Praise ye the i.ord." Then a brother herdsman on souie

distant slope takes ui) tin- e.-ho, " I'raise ye the Lord. " Soon another

answers still higher up in the mountains, till hill shouts to hill'and

peak to peak, the sublime anthem of praise to <ioil. So, let us, dear

kindreil and friends, cherish and keei. sacred the memory of our an-

cestors, coiise(;rate ourselves to the same ftTeat princii)les and lofty

aims which inspired their lives, be lilled with the same hoiieful, ])ra.ise-.

ful si)irit, and then se(di to live such earnest, sweet and fruitful lives,

that those who succeed us may catch our spirit, and others still catch

theirs in turn, this in ever renewed succession down the tAemM-atiiuis,

until a universal a.ntlu;m shall ascend on hi{j;'li to join the Hallelujah

chorus of the reileemi-d in (^-erlastin^- praises " to Him that sitteth

uiioii the throne, the chief anion- ten thousand and thousands of

thousands.'

This pai)er, thouf^h more len-thy than tliosc^ precrdine,' it, was

listeiud to with profouiul atteiilion, and c:allod forth UKin) llatlei-

in'J coninicMUs at its closi'.
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CLOSING S1':SSK)N.

rVoin 12:30 to 1:30 another social hour was unjo)'cMl, wliilcj all

parto()k of a generous collation.

On re-assenibling in the hall, tlu' exercises were opened by all

joinin;^ in Aiilil Liiiii^ -^y/ii', which was rendered with a hearty

f.;oud Nvill and which everyone a])preciated.

Resolutions were then olhred by Prof. II. C. Kinj^, and

unanimously adopted with a cheer, expressing thanks to the

])eople of I'^arinington for the ln'arty proller of the use nf their

town hall, which made possible the holding of our re-union at the

ancestral home, and the kind greeting generally received.

Also thanking those who had prepared pajjers iox the occasion,

and stating that tlie rej)resentatives of the h^armington Lees

present desired to particularly recogni/e tla untiling and enthusi-

astic research among old records of William Wallace Lee,

Leonard Lee and Miss Sarah Fiske Lee.

William Wallace Lee now stej)petl to the front, holding in his

hand what proved to be the diploma of Seth Lee, granted by

Yale College, which had bi^'eii in his possession sevc:ral years-. It

was written in Latin on parchment,, with stal attachetl, and dated

September 22, 1 759, signed by "Idiomas Clap, forest." and others

of the faculty.

Mr. Lee wanted to presi'ut it to a younger Lee as a hereditary

relic, to be perpetuated in the famil\', ami had chosen Miss VAVa

E. Lee as the recipient, she being the great grand-daughter of

Deacon Seth. Her heartfelt thanks were expressetl in a few

well chosen words gracefully delivered. She had brought from

her home and exhibited several relics, but this she prized more

than all others. Among the relics exhiliited was a gokl ring, pre-

sented to the graduate by his class, when a tutor in the college in

later years. Other family relics were also exhibited more than

125 years old.

Amid all the sociability, the time arrivetl when separation

became necessary. The several s(\ssions had not been a monot-

onous round of business and literary exercises, but liequeut

intervals had been devoted to cultivating a better accjuaintance

among the newl^'-fountl friends and kimlred, which were \\(.'ll

improved. So full of enjoyment had the meeting been that it

was unanimously voted a siuc-css, and the feeling was freely

expressed that the centur\' mi^ht bi- roundetl out by an(;tlur re-
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union, and that the proceedings ot the meeting and papers read
niigiit be puljlished in ai)j)roj)i iate lorni for circulation. One
more song, remained to be sung, and all joined in.

Tjn^: I'AU'riNli.

( Tiiiw Wos \ 1 10 DooiN. )

1.

A(li(Mi, a luiurt-warui, fdiid adieu,
Ye kiiuli'cd ot one (•oiiimoii tie,

Ye favori'd'oncs, ye liai)i)) tew,

Wlio'\'e iiii't and shared our social joy;

The time ha.s coiuc tor us to part
And each j)ui-siu' a se[)ar,;te pa'.

With kindiiuj.;' ey(! and kindly iicart

We'll tliink oi each wlieu tar awa'.

We've met and shared a lKi|)i)y liour,

J asocial Joy, eommuuion .sweet;

Ot'commoii tie.s we know Ww power,
JhiV(^ h'lt eaeli heart responsivi' heat

;

And tliouj;li we pai-t to nn'ct no moi-e,

As hei'e w»' are asscnihled a',

We lioj)i" to me<'t on yon hrij^ht shore,

That shininj;- sliorc ,so tar awa'.

3.

]\lay virtue, liarmony and love

In eaeh one's lite e'er hriyldcr sln'ne,

15eneath til' all-seein;^- eye above
The j<-lo|-ious arehilect divine ;

So nuiy we keej) the rule of riKht,

And, {.^nicU'd by (Jod's lioly law,

He led unto that world of hf^ld,

When; dwell our sires so hir awa'.

And may the new friends we Inive made
Grow h)nder as tlie years shall i-oll.

And be through all life's siui and shade,
A souree of [tleasure to eacli soul

;

One f(jnd request, we ma,ke it liere,

Whenevi.'r ye shall gatlier a ',

A kindly thoiif^-ht, perhai>s ji tear,

For all the kijidred far awa'.
- W. W. L.

The piece was sung witli much feeling, the last echo died

away, and with much handshaidng and many gootl wislu's tlu-

company slowly separated, antl tlie Lee re-union uf i8(j6 was an
evfut of the past.
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Mrs. William li. Lee ol llartlorcl, who hat! lu'eii lUlaiiuil al

llu' hotel by iiulisi)Osilioii, reci'ivcd a lew triemls alter the

acijoiunment, aiul the last linyeriuf; visitor retired.

The following paper, jjrepared by Julius Ciay, Esq., by invita-

tion, lor reasons for which he was in no way responsible, was not

ilelivered at the re-union, but he has kindly furnished it for pub-

lication.

Mr. Gay is a native ol I'^arniington, as were his ancestors for

si:veral generations before him.- No one is better ac([uainted with

the history of the town, either ancient or modern, than himself.

lie is the- acknowledged auticjuarian of the county, lie Avill

please accept thanks of the Lee kindred lor his valuable contri-

bution.

/.(((li( N iiitd (icn//('i/icn :—

A few tiiiys a«*>, 1 liitd.tlie honor of an invitation to co-optn'ute

with other townsmen in extcndiuj^- a word of welcome to your asso-

ciation, asseml)led from niaii\ lands |o visit the lionie of your fore-

fat Ihm-s. Witli tiio short lime I ha\e had for pri'parution, and in the

few minutes 1 .shall venture to detain }(>u, 1 shall coirfine mjself to a

brief account of the location of the houses in which they were horn,

S|)ent their usefid lives, and in the fullness of tiuu' werc^ carried one

by one to the old ceiiu'tery wddch you luLve this day visited.

In January 1(;'>3, when this village had b(;en settled thirteen years,

John J;ee records four acres of land with a dwelling house. 'I'his he

had ptircliased of J(jsei)h Kellogg, who Ixnight it of Jolui Andrt'ws,

and heof Thounvs Upson,-- transactions which show a f4i'i''"d activity in

real estate sales in those eai-ly tinu'S. ( )nce, lioweNcr, in the liossession

of the bees, it remained in the fandly for three {generations. Doctor

Kbi'ue/.er l^ee, grandson of .John, sold it in ljt!7 t(; iSetli bee, succes-

si\'ely a tutor in Yale ('olle'^e, a preacher and a tavern-keeper on the

old homestead, ile sold it in 17'.m; to John and ('hauncey Demiuj.^',

and then removed to Lmllow, \'ei-mont. I presunu' you are all

aware tliat tlie brick school house binldiny- of T\Iiss J'orter occupies

the site of tlie liou.se of John J.ei- and (d' the tavern of. his f;reat

grandson Heth. If you desire to identify any of tlie present buildinj^s

as parts of the «)riginal tavern, you uuiy compare tlie advertisement

of Seth Lee in tlie ('oiinirfinif Con rant, which describes a "house two

stories higli, 4(i feet by 2U, and a kitcJu'ii, 2S ,by ISO feet."

'IMiomas J.ee, son of Thomas and gramlson of John, was born

December 17, 1717, and lived in a house ou the south siile of the road

to ITiiionville, not far from the Catholic church, descriljed as neai- tlie

Nortli Meadow (late. It was scdd by Miles bee on the (le(tease of his

father in 1^07. A tin shop stooil on this land two years before. The

site is now occupied by a new hoiis*-, recently pnrchaseil by. J<jhn

]). Kourke.

Thomas lice, soii of Knsign Joseidi, owned, and probably built.
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bt'tweeii tlu^ yt'iirs ITDl ami 171),"., IIhs house; lifty rods soiith ol tlif

iiiiH'thi^' Iioiisc, oil tin- rastci-ly side of tlu' stiH-ct, known to our

ynindfiitlu'i-s as the Litlli- Hack J.an.'. It is now owmd l)y .lohn

Urady, and foniu'rly by Sidali l^orti-r and his sou, John (
'. I'ortrr.

You will easily irco-^ni/.t' it as a small ^'anibrcl motVd housi', just

south of the lai-jj;e KJi'i'hrt'l roofed house built by 'riiuoth}' Pitkin,

10s(i., and now owned b> Dr. (.'ari'in^lon.

Matthew Lee, who taught tlie >South Distric-t Hcliool in the winters

of I7:)7 and 171)s, and died April t-'7, ls4i), at the a^^'e of seventy-six,

owned a house on the west side of tlie Main street, somewhat south

of his school house, and, as the record sa}s, one and one-(iuarter

miles south of the ineelinf; house, having- land of .Josei)h haiiKdon to

the north, and of Moses Hills to the south.

(yai)t. Ue/.ekiah hee livcil in a liouse immediately north of that of

his grandfather, John. IJe sold it in 1751 to John Hart, Jr., l)eh)re he

removed to IJtchlield anil (rosheii.

The fcjregoiuK are all the localities which in a hurried search 1 have

been able to itientify as of interest to you as the homes of your an-

cestors. Members of the faniil\' early in its history removed to IJerlin,

Kensington, J Jtchlield, (loshen and all easily accessible towns. At

tin; close of the Revolutionary war tlu- more notetl exodus to \'ermont,

and a little latei-, another to tlu' far west, now central iNew York,

lured away lu-etty much all the re^t of the family, until now I belie\e

there is no (U-scendant of your family by the name of hee in this

village.

I have spoken onl>' of placi-s. Of men, your freiiuent gatherings

and much research, must have made kntnvn about all that we can

e.xpeefever to learn. Nevertheless when we see thousamis every y<-ar,

guide books In hand, swarming over Kurt>|)e to visit some noted shrine,

siuely you may prot)erly feel S(.)un' interest in the places where your

jincestors lived and died. iNor among the localities deserving your

i-egard must we forget the [ilace wlu-re, in thret; successive sanctuaries

they worshipped. In li;!J:l John hee and Deacon Hull were apiiointeil

a committee to repair the nu'eting-house, ami in l(i'.)7 Thomas Dee with

four others were voted "libi-rtyto build them a seat over the short

girt at the easterly enil of tlie gallery on the conditions that tliey do

ni)t damnify the other seats in the meeting-house." And fast Of all

you Will not fail t(^ visit that most interesting iilace of all, the ohl

burying ground where many generations of your family were laid to

rest. Here more than two centuries ago was placed by the pious

regard of his chiklren a humble slab marking the grave of your an-

cestor John Lee anil inscribed .s. S. HVM, fixing the date of his death as

October .Sth, b'.'JO, not August as it is sonu'times read. It was the

fourth stone in age in the burying ground and much valued by all

who venerated the past. Would it not be a lifting ad h)r this asso-

ciation to restore it to its former iilace the stone which for two centuries

marked the resting place of your venei-able ancestor? *

*Tln'ul(l relic \v:is can ud lo Now lirilain. In 1S'J5 il u as fuiiiihlii'il wiUi a mU.

slaulial b.i.sn h\ James T. I,ri> ami Leoiiaia Lc-e ami ri'sloreil lo a place bcsulu lln

iiioiuiiiuMil, atu'i' ail absfiice (jf la years.- 7^. L.
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W'v append a ti'W extracts frcm It'ttcis received Iruiii various

parts ct the country as si)eciiiiens ut sever.d hundreds. l-ew

were the e.xcep)tions in wliich words ot encouragement were not

exprcsst'd, and ri'i^rels that circumstance's wouKl pres'eut tlieu'

niiiii^Hnf^ with the kimhed wlioni tlie)' liad never met.

l<h;'\iiii;us'i', 111., June 7, ISDti.

My attendance will be impossible en account of age and inlirnu-

ties. 1 hoiie there will be a lar-cii j,'atlierin-;- on an occasion so inter-

estinj^ to the widely scattered laeiidjers of our family.

(81 years old.) ()i,i\ KU H Lkk.

\V A'rKoiii), Ontario, July a, l^iiKJ.

1 rej,M-et that cii-cumstances will not pernnt my atltjiulance al the

Lee re-nnion at Farmin-jton, l>ii.t 1 heartily wisli you a lm[)py j^^ather-

inj^ whicli may tend to a better ac.(|uaintance. 'l'ii.\i)i)Kiis 1). hKlc

Si'oKANK, Wash., June 11, IS'.Xi.

It will be impossible to attend, as it s\ill be my busiest season of

the year, (,1'dnin;^ engineei-,) but success to your enterprise.

tJin'',s'rKK 1'^ Lki<:.

ai Alt ASH, 'JhiKKJi:v, (Asia,) dune LH;, !«'.»»;.

In response to your kind invitation to .join the Lee houily re-

union, and akso to incpiirics, 1 would sa>- that I du not know wh.'thcr

there ai'e other Lees in tlie mission licld or not. 1 fear tlu; Lees liave

not been so ijroiilu'. in tins hue as in sonn- otliei's.

Tin-, object of ndssions is not only to eilucate and (Jhristinni/.e, but

to civilize, and recpdres sonn; sacrilice to ell'ect tiie result. Turkish

nmssacres may retarik hut cannot lonjj;- l)lo(d'C the wheels of pro^'ress.

it nniy be thought the life of a ndssionary is monotonous, l)ut

wlu'ii I mention that duidny my residence hei'e of sixteen years 1 have

l)ei'n slupwrecked, eartluiuaked, massaci'cd ami mai-rie-d, yo\i will

pi'reeive that life in 'I'urkey is not wanting in variety'.

The distance- between us wdll, of course-, preclude the ieh-a of

atteneliny the Lee re-union, but you will please present to the kin-

dred my (congratulations that tiiey are so highly hivored in their

social relations. (.ould the occ'asie)n have bee-n ileferre'el till 1H'.I8, I

nnght have been able te) Join you. l\ly wih', daughter of Kcv. (^yrus

Hamlin, thirtydive years a. ndssionary in ( !onstaidinoijle, ,i(dns me in

kinel wishes. Very sincei-rly yours,
( Kev. J LiuMUS (). Lkk.

. Rev. Mr. Lee anel tannly were present at the ddirkish mas-

sacre at Marash, Novend)er uj and 20, i8ej5, and als(j at Con-

stantinople in August following.

Poi'nAu, ()., June 10, Ib'JO.

1 am proud to know that an ancestral record has been kei)t, and

wuulel like to be at tlie re-union but cannot.
(Miss) AlJBlK OODKN.
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Hauijoknk, Kn^., -July <, l.s".»0.

W'kuUI ^liully 1)1- pii'sciit, if al)li', )>ut doiihUul it' 1 can ai-i-uiij^c it.

A lia|)|>y yatlii-rin^- is tiic wish ul' Yuiirs truly,

( \)i: ) F. R. L. Stuathv.

RI AKSHALi/rowx, la., July 18, l«'.)s.

I am soi-ry to say that it will be iiupc.ssible lo be i»ri'seiit at the

Lee n'-iiniou, l)ut 1 i^uuw it will be an cujuyable tinu'.

.loilN P. Wc)(>i)HiJU'i.

1a),s Aauklks, (Jell., June i;5, iisix;.

1 am t;rt'atly, interested in the i-cvunion, and if business should take

UK' east of the ilocky JMountains, 1 will surely attend.

H. (). (JolIjINH.

Deseendant uf Mary l.ee IJ^json.

J»iTTSFiKia>, Mass., ]\ray 25, 189(;.

l\ly plans foi- the suunuer have bei-n already arrauf^t'd and it seems

impracticable to chan^'e them. lir. assured 1 sliall be with ytni in

Spirit. (Miss) Maiua M. I.kk.

Wyck, Iowa, July 1, If^'.tii.

Nothing would please lue uioi-e than to be present, but distanci',

ill-health iind home cares will prevent. ( Kev. ) fcJAMKKh W. l.KK.

]jC)Ni)()N,- Out., Jidy '.', 1«1)<!.

My health will not |)ermit. He assured of my hearty symi)athy.

( Mrs. ; SAiiAii Roo'i'S.

.S'l'UAltT, Florida, July 14, IH'JO.

It would alford me ^venl itleusure to attend the re-union, but the

probabilities are against me. A hai)py greeting to all who assemble.

t). O. Pol'l'LKTON.

OllAN(iK, Cal , June 18, IK'JG.

It would be pleasant to attend the re-union, but the distamre will

prevent. A joyful time to ail is tlie wish of

( Mus ) Floukkck S. VVklls.

l.KWis, i:ssex Co., N. Y., July 11, 1h:h;

I am heartily in sympeithy with the idea of a re-union, and it would

alford me the greatest iileasureof my life to attend and visit the home

of my grandfather, but 1 f(!ar it will be impossible. A liappy time

t^, ,iii. ( Miss) SVJAIA S. liKK.

(iiauddiiughter of l)ea<-on Seth Lee.

PoRTKUVlMiK, Cab, June 10, ISDO.

It will l»e very gratifying to hundreds of our kindred for many

years. The gathering of '84 was an enjoyable occasion, but inlirmi-

ties and distance will n(^t pei-mit me to enjoy another such time..

(Mus.) HlHAM Bailky.
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Tacjoma, VVasli., July 5, 18'.)G.

It, would he tlu3 enjoyable occasion of my life to attend the re-

union, hnt tlie distance is too f^reat. 1 can never forj^et my visit to

the j.;ra-ve of John liee, April hist, escorted hy yourself and Ijeonard
J^ee. iMany thaidvs for the ('(jurtesy. HioiUiKU'i' M. IjICIo.

AhMANV, 'rexa,s, June 2i), ISOC.

Would he happy to attend, but health will not permit. A ha[)i)y

time to all. J.KWIri JI. I.KK.

]M AiiTlNKZ, Cal., June 7, 18UG.

Shall be hajijiy to attend if [)ossil)l(i, but tlu' distance is j^'reat. A
hafipy reunion to all. ( Iti'v. j Ha.mii/J'on JilCl':,

('HlCACio, 111., June 2'J, IHKi;.

Would be very happy to meet jdu all n^ain, but,- vi'rj' busy

—

dollars few— the miles arc many anil /V77/ linii/. A Jolly time to the
crowds. (UiAui.KS K. i^EK.

Ska'J'om, 111., July 1, I8'J6.
,

1 wcndd be pleased to b(^ present but fear it will be imi)OSsible.

]\lay it be a hapi)y re-unioa. (ftlrs. ; Fan me ].ee Caheen.

ftrciMiNNViJ.LE, Ore., June 4, ISbG.

It would afford me the greatest ideasure, but distance forbids.

( Airs. ) .] iiJ.,[A .Johnson

I'oK/i' KoVAi,, Out., June 10, l«i)G.

J am 84 years old, and smart as can be e-\[)ected at this ag-e, but it

will b(^ impracticable to attem[)t the Journey. A happy success is

the wish of Yours tridy, (Airs.; Ai)EiaA Beaui'UE.

Si'UiNGi<"n<;LD, Out., June i-'3, IHiiO.

I will encouraye others to attemi, but infirmities will jH-event my
own attendance. • SlMEON L. HuYNlNG.

i.ouiHVii.i.E, Ky., July 10, iH'ji;.

It would give me the greatest ph'asure of my life to be with you
but it will be impossible. Wliil.lAM P. Lee.

J remember with pleasure the gatliering of 1884, but the burden of

8() years rests upon me .a.nd the journey is too mucli to attempt, but

Cxod bless the re-union. WlLLfAM Lee.
Marysville, (.).

,

NASttVlLnE, Tenn., July 17, 189<;.

I regret that 1 cannot attend th<' I.i^e le-union on the 12th anil

13th of August, for I would dearly love to visit the old family home.

1 am a Canadian girl visiting friends in this city, and 1 woulil like to

know more of our Auu'rica,n ciuisins, for J am deeply interested in

family history. Very sincerely, ( Miss ) Phebk Lee.

OSHKOSH, Wis., July 20, ]8i)(i.

Jt would alford me great pleasure to attend the bee family re-

union, but my health will not permit. He assured, liowever, that 1

shall be with you in spirit. (Mrs. ) Ann ().. 15o\VKN.
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TllH l{K(ilSTi:il AS KKP'r HV MISS SUSAN A. PKCK, ()K

IM.AhN VII.M'l ("ONN.

.liiiiics T. LtM\ New 15i-itiiiii, Conn.
Mrs. .JiUiH's '1'. I.CH^

iNevv Hritiiin, ( \)iiii.

i\l iss 'i'luTi'Sfi Ia-i',

N«'vv Hi-ilaiii, ( 'ouii.

Miss Suriili Fiskci Ijch',

Nmv Ipswich, N. H.
liii^h II. (tst.;()()ii, Noi-wicii, Oonu.
Mrs. IMiU-y 11. Lee Osj^-ood,

iNorwicli, ( 'onii.

Mrs. I\Iury i^ct^ Aiulci'son,

Cliii-iiKo, 111.

Wni. WalliLcc Lt'i^, MtM-ideii, Conn.
IMrs. Wni. Will lace l.cc,

J\lt;ri(lcn, Conn.
Mrs. Jcnnettc T. Coc,

Winsti'd, ('onn.
Leonard l.i(.^e, Kenosiui, Wis.
ftlrs. Mary E. S. DeWint,

Ilenipsti'ad, [j. 1.

Mrs. j-lniily E. ('. Lee,
Sontliin^ton, ( 'onn.

Wni. [<]. (loodwill,
Sontliin^ton, ( \inn.

Mrs. Anna Lee (ioodwill,
Sontliinj.;ton, ( 'onn.

J\lrs. Finette Lei' Cook,
New Jlaven, C(.)nn.

]\lrs. Francis Iam;, (Minton, Iowa.
Mrs. Lillian J^ee Allen,

l'lint<jn, Iowa
Mrs. (ieorj;e l^ee Spur,

New Lritaiu, ( !onn.

Andrew J. Jj(!e, Forestville, Conn.
Mrs. Andi-ew .]. Lee,

Forest vi lie, I 'onn.

Mrs. lluldaJi Lee,
I'^innin^'ton, < 'onn.

Will. F. Wood,
New Hartford, (Joiin.

Jice S. DickinsiMi,
IJrid^cwater, ( 'onn.

Miss I'huily T. Wilcox,
Merideii, ('onn.

Irvin- IL Lee, New York, N. Y.
I\frs. Henry Saj^e, Berlin, ('onn.

Cliester F. JiOoniis, dlranby, Conn.
James Farnliani, liristol. Conn.
]Miss Alice H. Hronson,

Hartford, ( lonn.

Alexander S. Harrison,
Jiartlord, ( 'onn.

Mf.v. I'^'ra.nk T. ij(;e, Chicaf^o, HI.

an-s. Frank 'l\ Lee,
Harold (!. Lee, (0 years old, j

Chica-o, 111.

Mrs. Harriet J. .Taylor,
(ilastonl)iiry, ( !onn.

Wni. L. Lee, Hebron, ( 'onn.

Mrs. ALiJ-vin A. Dean,
Lvanston, III.

Frances Dean, (7 years old,;
Fvanston, 111.

Henry H. Dickinson,
Ilo.xbiM'y, ( 'onn.

Frederick U. Lee,
Soutliin^ton, ( U^nn.

Mrs. Will. H. l-ee, Hartford, Conn.
Fretlerick T. tiladdiiiK,

Danhiiry, (Jonii.

J*rof. Henry (
'. Kinj^',

Obeilin, Oliio.

IJenjainin F. Wi^htiiian,
liristol, ( 'onn.

Mis. Ht'iijaiiiin F. Wi^;lit nian,
J-)ristol, CcHin.

Mrs. Martha A. liradley,
liristol, (!onn.

I''dwin K. Smith, ftleriden, Conn.
RH-s. Ji'iinie Lee Smith,

JMeriden, ('onn.

^Hss Flla E. Fee, Lewis, N. Y.

Miss Jennie S. J.ee, Hristol, Ind.

Sciuier Lee, (bi),) l^ristol, Ind.

William Fanlman, Fristol, Conn.
Mrs. AVilliam l*aulman,

Bristol, Conn.
]\H-s. Kate i^ee vStevens,

Montgomery, Ala.

Miss Kittie S. Davidson,
Montf^-oniery, Ala,,

(leor-e C Lee*, Albany, N.'Y.

Mrs. Jnlia LMnley,
New Britain, Conn.

]\Liior Fdwin Lee Heath,
Brantford, ( )ntaiio.

jMrs. F,l\ ira liCe i'\)lan,

Nrw York, N. Y.

Miss Fhu'eiice F. I'\>laii,

New Vork, N. Y.

John F. (Jowles,
I-'armin^lon, ( 'onn.

Rlrs. Alexanders. Harrison,
Hartford, (Jonn.

I5cl()n^''s to S:i)broi)K- I^i-cs, Cdmii.
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Stei)hen P. Euyelke,
West Hiirtford, Ooiiii.

Cieovt>'e H. Lee, Hritlyeport, Coiiii.

Mrs. Cieorge H. Lee,
IJridgeixjrt, (loiiu.

Col. J. A. L. IStratliy-,

Montreal, Ontario.
Win.Walhu-eMu/./.y, l^i-istol,(;onn.

Mi-s. Wni. Wallace Muzzy,
J^rist(il, (!(nin.

Wilbur E. Lee,
Canibvidgeport, Mass.

Mrs. iau;y [a'v. Seymour,
Hristol, (Jonn.

Mrs. Lillian Lee S. Wilcox,
Waterbury, Conn.

Miss Susan A'. Peck,
IMainville, (Icjiui.

Miss Carrie De Merritt,
Plaiuville, < 'onii.

Rlrs. Edwin De Merritt,
l*lainville. Conn.

.John li. liryninf^',

Niagara Palls, Ontario.
Mrs. Elizabeth Lee Farnhani,

Hristoi, (!onn,

Arthur Earnhaui, "

Rev. Joseph L. Wood,
Ne|)aug, ('onn.

(Mui-rU's E. Wood, Hristoi, Conn.
Mrs. Charles E. Wood,

Bristol, CiMin.

Samuel Wood, l^ristol, Conn.
Mrs. Daisy Pinley,

Mew Bi-itain, Conn,
(reorge S. i^ee,! ILiwthorne, N. J.

IMrs. Ri'becca Lee Sha[)leigh,
Salem, Mass.

Frederick Yeomans, Bristol, Conn.
I\lrs. Frederick Yeomans,

lU-istol, Conn.
Mrs. Etta H. Lee,

liridgeport, Conn.

George L. Clark,
Farniington, Conn.

Rev. Dr. Backus,
Farmington, Conn.

Mrs. Edgar E. Call,

I'ine Meadow, Ct)nn.

Mi's. Sanniel E. C-ase,

Pine Meaihjw, Conn.
JNliss ftlaria M. Poi-ter,

-Farmington, (Jonn.
Lorenzo P. Lee,

New liritain. Conn.
Mrs. Lorenzo P. liee,

New Britain, ('oun.
Robei-t P. Keej), Norwich, Conn.
Miss Cora J. Hopkins,

liristol, ('onn.

Mrs. Hanna,h Leo Flagler,
New York, N. V.

Wm. E Wood,
New Hartford, Conn.

RLs. Harriet H Engelke,
New Hartford, (^011 n.

Miss (ihrist'ina Engelke,
New Hartfoi-d, Conn.

I»liss Ellen H. Harrison,
Hartford, Conn.

Mns. IMartha Lee Hasivins,
Waterbury, Conn.

Charles R. Newton.
JNHddlebury, (Jonn.

]\h-s. Katie Ilot(ddviss,
Farnungton, (!onn.

ftH.ss Nellie Hotchkiss,
Farmington, ( Uuin.

[Mrs. Maria A. Lee Wiglitman,
J^ristoi, Conn.

Frank A. Bowe, Forestville, Conn.
Albert T. liishop,

Southington, Conn.
Mrs. Albert T. Bishop,

Southington, (Jonn.

t lJeloiit,'-s lo rp.swicli LfL's, Mass.





1) l.lOl' FAMILY kE-UNlON,

Wo append a partial list ot those who expressed their interest

in the re-unioa by letter, n-sponse to circulars or otherwise,

although unable to attend. It includes none of those who were
present. The list also shows how widely scattered are our
kindred.

Included in this list are the names of several who had expressd
their intention to l)e present, but were unexpectc:dly detained
from various causes, almost at the last day. Among these may
be named Judge William G. Sterling and party, and Miss Mary
A. Allen and friends, of Northampton, Mass.; R. L. B. Hart and
Miss Mary L. Mart of Barkhamsled ; Frederick

J. Lee aiul wife,

Howell, Mich,;
J. W. N. J^ee and family, Duplex, Tenn.; Wil-

liam C. Lee and others, of Louisville, l\y. ; Mrs. If. C. Davidson,
Montgomery, Ala. ; Brof. Thomas G. Lee, Minneapolis, Minn.,
and others, from whom letters were afterwards received.

Lewis H. Lee, Albany, Te.xas.
Herbeit M. Lee, Taeonia, Wasii.
Mrs. Hiram Baile}-,

Pui-lerville, (!al.

Miss Sylvia S. Lee, Lewis, N. Y.
IMrs. Florence S. Wells,

Oj-aufije, (Jal

(). O. Loiipletun, Stuart, Fla.
Mrs. Sai'ali Roots, London, Out.
Key. Samuel \V J.ee, Wyck, Iowa.
Miss Maria M. Lee,

PitLslield, ftlass.

H. <). Collins, lios Aii','eles, Cal.
John I*. Woo(lt)ui-y,

jMarshalitown, Iowa.
Dr. F. U. L Strathy,

Harboi-ne, Lng.
Chester F. Lee, SpokauL\ Wash.
Miss Abbie 0},'den, I'oplar, Ohio.
Thaddeus D Lee, Watb>ra, Out.
Key. Lucius O. J.ee,

Marasli, Tuikey, Asia.
Oliver IL Lee, Lhnlmrst, lib

Frank f^ee, (Mucag-o, J II.

Thomas M. Wells,
Ne^-ainiee; I\li(di.

Artliur fj. Lee, Aile)j:iieny, Penn.
Mrs. Lilen Jennings,

iJelleville, JN. Y.
Mrs. J. A. Jolinson,

Kansas City, ftb).

Mrs. Olivia A. Judd, Ashland, Wis.
Hem-y Lee, Bridgeport, (Jonn.
William C. Judd, Ashland. Wis.
Rlrs. i'^stelle Sinitli, Howell, Mich,
.lolui W liee, Nilestown, Out.
(llwirles hb Lee, l^iughauit on, N. Y.

Cai)t. Henj. F- Lee, Kent, Ohio.
Mrs. Mary A. Andrus,

Southington, Conn.

Mr.s. N. Subtil liee, Oneida, N. Y.
Rlrs. Jidia I*''. I'ynchon,

K vans! on, lib
Rlrs. Kuiily iJolt, Kent, (Jonn.
Thomas Welch, ibnj,duuulon, N. Y.

Herbert M. bee, Kansas ('i(y, Mo.
Mrs. C. K. Stone,

HulTs Hritlge, (J<jnn
Mis. iaH;y A. Wooster,

Union ( 'enter, N. Y.
Mrs. Khoda .) Lee Adams,

Union (Center, N. Y.
(ie{;rge Cai'leton Lee,

New York, N. Y.
Samuel A. Lee, C^uincy, HI.

^Viilianl H. Lee, Tewks))ui-y, Mass.
Chai-ies lb Lee, Omaha, Neb.
Mrs. J. L. l)oi-i-ance, Attica, N. Y.
Mrs. Mary F. Clapp,

Raymond, S. D.
Mrs. Alice Lee Wells,

Ib-idj^e[)ort, Conn.
Mrs. .). Edwards I^ee,

Salisbury, (Jomi.
Mrs. Frances H Hrinson,

l')iamon(l IbulT, Wis.
Mrs. (.'harles I'b Folder,

Cajje Vincent, N. Y.
William Lee, ftfarysville, Ohio.
William C. bee, Louisville. Ky.
I^'«iderick (L Let;,

Cooperstown, N. Y.

Mrs. William Seaton,
(iieenville, Iowa.

Mrs. Jane Dunaj^e,
(ireen Siuin^', ( )hio,

Mrs. Arietta 1). Uce,
(ireiMi Sprinj4', Ohio,

(ieorge A. Kirk,
Windham Center, Out.
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Kliiatliaa S. Jiulil, Aslilaiul, Wis.
Mr.s. Olivia A. Jiuld,

Asliiaiiil, Wis
Wili.iaiu 1*. Lee, Louisville, K)-.

Simeon L. liryiiiii}^-,

iSi)riiiglield, Out.
Mi-.s. Anioret l^e^-;^'-,

fSt. WiiliaiiLS, Out.
Mrs. Kiiiiua ( 'liadwick,

Siuieoe, Out.
Mrs. J ulia Joluisou,

McBlinuvilie, Oregon.
Mrs. Francis L. Cabeen,

Seatuu, J 11.

Rev. Hauiiltou Lee,
Mai'tiuez, Cal.

Mrs- Autlelia Beaupre,
]V)rt Royal, Out

Mrs. Rev. E. A. (Jaudee,
Toledo, Oliio.

]\rrs. Myra K. Phillii>s,

Denver, (.U)l.

Mrs (irace Lee Schmidt,
?^e\v York, N. Y.

(!liarles H. Lee, Jauesville, AVis.

Irviu L Ijee,

i^ewis, Essex ('o., N Y.

Fay fit te L. Af liter,

Lewis, FiSsex Co
, JN- Y-

Mrs. Harriet J^ee (ireeue,
Delaware, Ohio-

Mrs. Ihittie Trusdell,
Kirwin, Kau.

Mrs. (iill)ert B, Oa'rdwell,
Little I'\dls, N. Y.

Mrs. Rlary B. Herriek,
Chicago, 111.

Mrs. iMary J)ickiuson,
Dauhury, ('ouu.

Mrs. (ieorge II. Ik) ward,
OhicaKo, IIL

Mrs. Emily H. Mason,
Forest, Out.

Mrs. Lucy Lee (fref^dry,
Jia (irau'^eville, N. Y.

Mrs. li iram Bailey,
Jacksonville, Mich.

Mrs. M. L. Pomerov,
Flint, RLch.

Miss Fhebe J.ee,

Southlngton, Conn.
Miss Sarah Lee,

Southington, (Jonn.
Mrs Lucinda Lee WoodrulT,

Southington, Conn-
Frederick H. WooilrulY,

Southington, (Jonn.

Mrs. Ersula L. CoUver,
Chicago, 111.

Rev. J. N. liee.

South McAllister, L T.
George 11 Sage, Berlin, fJonn.

Craham Jjee, Haudet, 111.

Charles N. Lee, New York, N. Y.
Dr. Ilauilet Hart, I'hu'eka, ]Micli.

Mrs. Ann 11. Lee, Ell>ridge, N. Y.
Mrs. Evelvn C. Hughes,

Elbridge, N. Y.
Mrs. Ann C l-5owen,

Oshkijsh, Wis.
Mrs. Peter 11. Sliter,

Chatliam, N- Y.
fills. I'^lora Lee Hiatt,

Chicago, 111.

(diaries E. Lee, Chicago, 111.

Theodore L. Snow, Barre, N't.

Civilian S- liee, .Jackson, ^lich.

Harlan Lee, (iarland, Kan.
Mrs. Henry William Lee,

Montgomery, Ala.

(Miesterl*. Looiuis, (iranb)', (-'onn.

llairv W. liee, Liverpool, N. Y.
William F. Lee, Liverpool, N. Y.
Dr. S. (i. Bryning, Fulton, 111.

NVarrcu II. Lee, (iarland, Kan.
ftlr. ami Mrs. W. («.. Roberts,

Saranac Lake, N. Y.

Mr. ami Mrs. James L. R. Ro])erts,

Westiiort, N. Y.
j\lrs. El'mina(!. Dougan,

Eli/.abethtown, N. Y.

Mrs. Helen Lee Finch,
Southington, (Jonn.

]\Irs. Charles P. Hobart,
Southington, (.onn.

Fo.ster M. Cardwell,
West Pullman, 111.

Mrs. lOdward Beebe, (^aiiac, Mich.
Prof. Irving P. Church,

Ithica, N. Y.

lAlrs. ('aroline A. Ltie and Son,
Southington, ('onn.

John Curtis,
" "

Mrs. L. H. i^eiisou, (iray, Iowa.
Mrs. Clara P. Shei)herd,

IMilwaukee, Wis.
Rlrs. Ruth W. Brewster,

New York.
Mrs. Catherine ('hapiuan,

Echo, Minn,
ftlrs. E. L. Dejiew, Echo, Minn.
Mrs. Thomas A. Lee,

New Britain, Conn.
Mrs. Eliza Lee Tichimr,

Ithica, N. Y.

All)ert S. liCf, Phiiadelpliia, Penii.

Alvah P.ushnell,
Philadeliihia, Penn.

Miss Katheriiie W. liee,

Unionville, Conn.
I\Irs. Thomas Follanshee,

Elmira, N. Y.
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ftli-s. Cliarh's UtU-y,
Williiiiaiilic, ('oiiii

Jleniy \i. Lee, Y|).siliuiti, INlieli.

MisK Amelia It. Lee,
Haiiibiii-^-, N. Y

(Jhailes Ijee, Kent, Ctmii.

Saiiiuel 11 Lee, tSi"., I)ui)le\, Teuii
L. L. Kf^j^lestuu, I'ictxjii, Out.
Dr. I'^j-ank II. Lee, ( 'aiiaaii, (!c)uu.

lleiiiy A. J.ee, Bellville, ().

Hurtoii Vj. Jjee, Placerville, (Jul.

ftlr.s. L. AV. li(>d{.;kiii.s.

Spring- Hill, Kan.
Mrs. tSarah E. Malum,

Areadia, Kan.
]\[r,s. Annie 11. Walrous,

Harti'()i-(l, Conn.
W. R. Kirk, Stirling, HI-

Chauncey W. Lee, Aurora, 111.

(Jliauucey (J. Lee, " "

IMrs. I<jllen Lee Osgood,
Rutland, Vt.

Frederick (J. Iah\ New Vi>rk, N. Y.
Mrs. Cornelia Let; Hntts,

IManlius, M. Y.

Reuben L. Hutts,
" "

J)r. \V. .1. Wih-ox, Oakland, Cal.

Mrs. l\ F. FoUett,
Waterford, N. Y.

Jauu's U. J.ee, Wotjdlauil, Micli.

]\Irs. F. E. Injierson,
Nashvilhi, Mich.

(i. W. Rising-, Woodland, Mieh.
lion. Williaui (i. Hterlinf.^-,

Northampton, Mass.
Rev. Alvah Jiushnell,

(St. Joseph Mo.
IMrs. E. L. Ilutehison.

Rockland Center, Wis.
iiUcius 11. Li'e, .lauesville, Wis.
Sirs. Amelia Van Valen,

Janesville, Wis.
Mi's. A. Dsboru, Atlrian, Mich.
Rev. Henry l^ushneil,

Westerville., O.

James N. Lee, liristol, ( lonn.

IMiss ]\lay A. Hndth, Boston, IMass.

Samuel H. Lee, Jr., Duplex, Tenn.
John W. N. Lee, Duplex, Tenn.
Mrs. Alfred J. AVheeler, New York.
Mrs. T. D. Hentley, Chicago, 111.

Mrs. Grace L. Stur^'is,

Philadelphia, ]»eun.

Miss Martha C. inKers(jll,

Amenia, N. Y.

Mrs. Henry (ireen. Fair Haven, \'t.

l\lilford L. Lee J^ewis, New York.

Dr. ( Mutrles Lee Kiu^-,

La, ftlanda Park, Cal.

Mrs. A. L. Hud.son, Rockton, 111.

(ie(jr^e R. Lee. Aurora, 111.

Samuel C. Lee, HaltiuKjre, Md.
(i(M.r^-e I', liutts, Omaha, Neb.
J udson C. Ware,

North Ellba, iN. Y.

Mrs. Eliza [,. Sluyter,
HartCord, ( !onn.

Frederick J. Lee and uil'e,

Howell, Mich.
Mrs. (iuiU't)rd Smith,

South AVindhaui, (Nhiu.

Charles Lee Jndd, Al\iu, Ti-\as.

Charles I*. Lee, Alvin, Texas.
Mrs. H. (;. Davidson,

JMontKoiuery, Ala.

R. I^)|•ter Lee,
Niaj^ara I'ails, N. Y.

J. Lee Ch(M'i-y, (!olnmbus, O.

Mrs. (Teor{.^(' T. Olmsted,
Detroit, Mich.

Mrs. Marion D. Howe,
Wasldu^ti)n, J). C.

Win. J. Lee, Rochester, NY.
I'llisJuiS. Lee, Rochester, N. Y.
JMiss ftlary L. Hart,

J5a,rivhamsted, (!onn.

Rt)llin L. H. Hart,
Harkhamsted, ( ^onn.

IMrs. (!harles Sherwood,
i)ovor JMains, N. Y.

iMrs. (JharkiS S. Landers,
New Britain, ('onn.

I'rot. Thomas (L Lee,
ftlinneapolis, ]NHnn.

Robei-t i\. Lee, Louisville, Ky!
Williaui H. Lee, Woodland, IMich.

Henry H. Lee, New York, N. Y.

Mrs. F. M. Klise,
Nashville, Mich.

iMrs. Mary A. Allen,
Northampton, Mass.

William (J. lice, Louisville, Ky.
Miss Phebe M. T. Lee,

Nashville, Tenn.
Edfi,ar J. Lee, Hrooklvu, N. Y.

David (;. Lee, St. Louis, Mo.
Miss Clara L. Bowman,

J-Jristol, ( V)nu.

Dr. ,]. V. Brynin^',
Atchison, Kaii.

H. Harrison, Lee, Kutiand, Vt.

Alfred C. Li-e, Ruthiud, Vt.

Mrs. S. S. Randall, New York,
Simcoe Lee, Phila.di'lphia, i'enn.
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CONCLUSION.

In concluding, we would sa)' to our friends, that it is ver)'

desirable to keep alive the Lee Association and to look forward

to a future re-union. The year ujou has been suggested, that we

might round out the century by such an event. lUit the future is

uncertain. If the suggestion is carried out, it is evident that the

burdens of management must be borne by younger shoulders.

A large attendance cannot be expected from distant Slates,

but it is signihcant to note the feeling of kinship which is

expressed, and which needs only to be cultivated by personal

accpiaintance to ripen iu-to a general mterest. Learn more of

your ancestors, of their doings, and of their loyalty to then-

country, and you will feel more interested in tlieir posterity. A

deei)er interest is manifest. hI every time they are brought together.

Urn- kindred are earnestly recjuesled to correspond freely with

the secre'tary or assistant, and to communicale any changes,

births, marriages, or deaths, with dates, or any otlu'r events of

interest, that records may be kept with a view U> future puf)lica-

tion. Incpiiries will also be cheerluUy answered.

It will be borne in miud that there are slill supposed to be

the descendants of many families who have not yet been discov-

ered. Among them may' be nauu'd descendants of Jared Lee,

second, son of Amos of the Thomas branch, and a large number

of the Davitl branch.

To those who are not familiar with tlie proceedings of the

gathering of 1884, and the family mlormation publislied soon

after, we would state that tlie edition of the work is nearly

exhausted. A few coi.ies only u.ay be had by application to the

Many letters of regret were received, expresshig much interest

m the re-union and heartily wishing it a success, although the

writers were unable to be present from various causes. Some from

old age, others from ill health, business matters, expense, etc.
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